ED 244 536' 



! L__ 

docum£:nt resume 



HE 017 239 



TITLE 



INSTITUTION 



PUB 
NOTE 



DATE 



PUB TYPE 



EbR^ 



PRICE 
I Pf QRS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Public Hearing on Education for ther Gifted and 

Talented. (Cambridge, Massachusetts, October 15, 

1982). Volume III, : 

NationaJ. Commission on Excellence in Education (ED) , 

Washington, DC. . * 

15 bet 82 , 

lb5p.; For Volumes I and 11? see HE 107 237-238. Fdt 
other related documents, see ED 225 996, ED 227 096, 

jand HE 017 240-244. ^ ' 

^Legal/LegislBtive/Reguia^ Materials ( 090 ) — * 
Reports - Descriptive • (f 41 ) " ,^ - ^ — 

MF§i/Pe05 Plus Postage. ^fi_ _ __i ^ ^ 

*ftcademically 6ifte^- Articulation jEducat ion ) ; 
Def initions| ^Educational Need^ ; *Educat|ohal > 
Quality; Elementary Secondary Education; Fictdhcial 
Support; *Gi£ted; Hearings; Mentors} Pdstseckhdary 
Education; Student Motivation; Student Needs; 
*Taleht; Uhderachieveiheht ^ ' _ , 

Connecticut; Maine; HassacBusetts Institute of. 
Technology; ^Natibrial Cbminissibh bri Excellence in 
Educatibh; New Ybrk; Rhbde Island = _ 



ABSTRACT _ ^ • i 

Perspectives regarding education for the gifted and 
talented and_ excellence > in education are' addressed in this third ^ 

volume of a 1982 public hearing. Statements from proiessional ^ 

associations aifid from the publid^ concerning education for the gifted 

are provided. The following positions are tai«n: therfe must^ be 

increased development of fully-funded educati-on programs for gifted, 
talented , and crfeative students ; ongoing communication is needed to 
inform practitioners on educational developments in ot 
research is needed alohg with prof essionai development and teacher 
training^ and summer programs; the^eis^liinited understanding of what 
gifted young c*riidren aged 4 to 8 are capablq of dbihg;^ahd in order" 
to better calibrate standardi2;^d tests^^y which the perforihahce and 
abilities of students are measured, gbvernmeht-spbhsbred research and 
development funds are essential. Information is prbvided bh: a, 2-week 
summer institute for gifted and talented high schbbl senior^ frbm 
Maine; ah enrichment program, to. prbiilSte articiill^bh from 'high schbbl 
to college for gifted and talented students at Southeastern 
Massachusetts University ;_ results bf a study on the progress b£ 
gifted students in stpecial programs ; social and embt ibrial components 
bf giftedhess; hbnachieving gifted students; arid a mentor program 
Using volunteer adult prbf essionkls to work wi^h th^ gifted. (SW) 



***********************************************'*********** 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made - * 

* f rom the original documen .__ * . 

*********************************************** 

O 



! :. 



St"enogra 




'ECORD 



III 



102 



f 



NATIONAL CCMHISSION iaGEUJENCE 22J EDUCgFION 



ERIC 



J 



Education for the Gifted and Talented. 



1 



Cambridge^ Massachusetts 
October 15/ 1982 



U.S. DEiURTMENT OE EDOCATION. 
NAtidr/R iNSTlTQTtOfJEbuCATION 
EbUCAtiONAL RESOQRCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 
"fhis document has been reproduced as 
roceivod from the person or organizalton 

originating it. . _ . 

■. Minor changes have been made to improve 
reproduction quality. 

> Points of view or opinions stated in thrs docu- 
rnent do not nncessgrily represent »fficiat NIE 
position or poltcy. | 



SEVEN VVATEB STREET. BOSTON. MASSACHUSErrS 0210^ 



Telephone 617/ 52^^210 



i 

"2 

3 
A 
5 
6 

. i 

8 
9 

10< 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 

23 

24 



" . • : ; 3ft 



I N n E- X ; *• 

r ' " 

^Ergm Profeap ion a 1 Associations 



Lbretta £i Frissora ' 25i 



^ Patricia O'Cohhell . * 259 
/ Testimohy from the Public abooe Exang?le& of - 

/ Excellence in Eidueaticgt 

Group i: ^ . ' 

Virginia Ehf iich i^l 

_ Gloria Shaw Duclbs ^ i-6 

Anton Lyzee ' ^ ^ , 1-9 

Rhbda Spear \- 1-13 

Judith Greunbauin * - 1-16 

Vihcfeht fiawes 1-20 

Dorothy Mdser 1-24 

Wendy Marks ^ ' 1-26 

Jajnes Def^isle 1-28 

II: i ' > 

Naomi zynelnan 2-1 

Sherry Earle ^ - ^ 2-7 \ 

C. Grey Austin . ^ ' ^ 2-9 
Sally Reis 

Betty Gilsbh 2-19 

Roberta HcHardy 2-22 



Burt Re-PORtiNC AssbciAfES 

.9^ a_ 



i^elicity F^iimc^ 

i 

Smith 



Betsy Buchbihder 
Artemis Kiirk 



2-27 
2-32 
2-37 

2*^3 



*** 



J 



\ 




■ / 

/ 



4 . 



BURT RJEPDRTIKTG ASSOCIATES 



1 



151 



^ Statisme'hts from Prof iBssiahal Ass bcia td bhs'- 

. ; ;■ ' 7 

- Gommissibnet BAKER. We now ?bme to statenients 

frotti two cornmuni.ties education ^ and we look forward, 

• ^ ■ ' ^ ■ ■ ' ' 

_ ,t6 tl^ese • a^ccehts on ou-r -wqik 'ih> thj-s tieariicjgi 

Tile first is by Ms^ Loretta Trissoras 

- ^ _ , _ ji^ , ■ _ 

ebordinator -qi lifted Education of the Needham Public 

**.."* " * « 

Schools, speaking on behalf of the National Educatibn 

Association. - . ^ 

^ Ms .- t&^TTA" L. FpSSORA.^ Mr. ehairmah, 

" tnembers bf tjie Nationai Cbrranission on Excellence in 

. Education^' participants, and -friends of all gifted 

^ _ '_ ' _■ - _ ' 

- and talented youngsters : 

. " J atn Loretta Frissora^ representing the 

\ _ \ : [ - ; 

' National Education Association, a member of the 



Governor's Advisory Committee bh Educational Block 

■■ ^ 

Grants^ and Coordinator pi the Gifted and Talented 

r ■ 

i Program bf the Needh^.i* Ptablic SchbblSi 

As a inembe the Board of Directors of 

the Mass^^usetts^Assopiation for. the Advancemfent b£ 
^ Individual Pbtehtial, I have been engaged in 
'professional and ^political advocacy in behalf of 
gifted and talented yt^ting pebple. I am pleased to be 
here . ^ - 

My perso^l welcome to our \7isitbrs from 
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out of town. 1 do hope that you schedtile allows you 
time t^' enjoy the brilliant colors of our New England 

states/ Th^ vistas a^bng the Charles River are 

_____ >-__ . _. 

certainly inspirations* in our guest for excellence. 



I feel at little bit, statiding hepre today^ 



j 

like the Sunday clergymanfvhb gives the roessage to his 
cbngregatiwi, and then iis ^skedV •%nifre are the 
sinners? They bei^g here.* ^ ^ 

All of lis w^b have heard tie inspirit 
words bh behalf of the gifted are' frieftds of the 
.gifted tod^, and i wonder where are thbse %^b have 
not listened to us yet. *hey should be here tb bear 

witness tb the inspiratibn of the words of truth. 

'_____ ' ' 

^ In waiting tb address iny remarks to you, 

I am kind of coftditiohed by all of the coirai^hts that 

hai^e been made todays thinking hbvf many of them were 

repeating the same ties sage « And I began to consider 

what Mbraviah said and wondered if he were accur^e^ 

^eti he wrbte that^ of spbken^ messages, only a bare 

seven per cent has an impact on the listener. Perhaps^ 

if tliat is sb, my message will add to that seven per 

cent and^ in case it doesn't, I: have written ray 

< ; ' / : ^ ■ 

testimony to make fure you picjc up the btlter.93 
per cent. 
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Today, you are engaged^ in ittiportant ■ 

A ■ . J _ ..... . "... 

dialogue as a part of your investigation into the . 

•quality b£ education Snd those environments^ that 

hurture the condition of exce^ence. The edtjcational 

system has Been incbhsistaht in providing opportunitie 

and rewards for persons of differing abilities to 

resize their full potential* The temptatibh is to 

suggest a Utahy of issues that are roadblocks for 

those who wdUld serve their bright and gifted ypSng 

people. 

Differehtiated^education is perceived as 
having' a low priority in federal, state, and local 
school administrations, tour t»^resehce here elevates 
our expectations that indeed our gifted and talented 
young people have a place on the >agenda for e^fcellehci 
We are anxit^us for a policy to clarify the status of 
gifted and talented children. . We irfe anxious to move 
from a postibn o£ national ihtepti oh to a statement 
"of recognised', legal policy. 

The' National Educati oh Ass^ociatioh cite^,^ 
aSong its resblutibre a direction that addresses thes^ 

heeds: ^ ^ 

' the NEA believes that there must be 

increased development of fully/ funded education 

■* • 
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programs for gifted, talented^ arid creative students; 

... recognizes its responsibility to • 
indicate- to educators reliable methods 6£ identifying 
and teaching these children; 

. . • urges local and state officials to 
encourage such programs and methods to ensure that* 
these special needs areas are met. - 

^ „ Further^ the means must be found to * 
disseminate the information of those programs that 
have made successful liaisons with mentqrships and / / 
bijisine^s'. The partnerships of business and education 
are necessary to bridge the gap between educational 

: . _ A 

theory and the developments in^^^^ir^stry that take so 
long to reach the classroom. 

" The challe.nge that faces us - the iSigricar 
educator - is to find harmony for tfi^ voices that ' 
beg recbghitibh. At hb other time in our country's 
his£bry has'^ there been^ such a high awa^qness of the 
individual student's profile and the number of ways 
that each feature of t ha t*^ profile can be served. We 
know more about the development of the human brain 
and its functions; of ways to cdllditibn^nd invite 
response; of. the emotipnal paths i that direct behavior; 
and the prescriptions, fbr various learning styles.; 

^ _ . ... 
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We have tttore advanced technology, tnethodoiogy , a^d 
Resources than ever known to ihahkind. And; yet it 
seems drily one area of concern is earmarked for 
prevention or remediation during any given period. 

The pathwfiy of resources for gifted and 
talented has multiple cautions. We are confounded by 
definitions and descriptions; we are deterred by the 
mul^i-faceted notion of expectation and standards'; 
we are seeking determiners for success; and, we are 
plagued by the cbhirbtation of "elitist" a product 
of fear and mistrust - 

The issues are compounded by the fact that 
demands arid costs for public services are increasing 
at a faster rate than are the resources to support . 



them economically. Therefore i individuals, coming 

together, mufi^t develop a position on the important 

issueSj to br^ng influence upon government pblrcymakers 

We are eric duraged that directiori frcrai the 

^ ) _ _ 

Office of Education listed gifted apti talented for 

^ _ _ . ___ __ __ _ , _ 

support in the Ea- I^'C. fund distribution. Former ik^ 
tJhe Title IVC starter funds encouraged local decision 
makers^ to implement and expand their educational 
programs for the gifted student. Numbers of them are 
being validated for emulation and some adopt -a -program 

% • 
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funds are •prottioting further adaptations of successful 
Sodeis . : 

1*-. -■ _ _ 

We hail California, Connecticut, Pennsyl- 

vanii., Delaware and other states that ha\7e state 

legislation describing a policy of public responsi- 

bility for the education of gifted and, talented young 
• • If ^ . 

^ • - - 1^ • - 

people. We appreciate the> leadership within the ^ 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts whose Office for Gifted 

and Talented is fbnded for the first time with state 

'funds and Block Grant tnonieg'. . The state funding is 

a direct result of politlcat efforts conducted by 

MA/AIP and encouraged by Senator Gerard D'Amico .bf 

the Great and Geheial Court. Senate Bill 247; 

_ _ 

calling tot a policy in the Commonwealth and the 
raainte nance of the Office in behalf of the gifted^ 
has successfully passed readings in the Senate.* The 
actions of ail the states that ate taking positive 
steps^ in these matters ^ decrease disproportionate 
funding among programs^. The investment of resources 
in progratas for the gifted has potential benefits for 
all. As Terinan wrote in the late fifties — a time 
wb recall as the Sputnik embarrassment — ^a program^ 
"not merely to satisfy the felt needs of a given time, 

_ Y . _ . ■■ ■ ' 

buC. also to prepSre the way for future appreciatior^ 
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of heeds hot yet rec bghized . " • 

Collaborative efforts are required' to 
achieve clarity £or issues ahd concerns. We must; 

reconcile hostility and misunderstanding among the 



various publics ^o respond to the competing voices 

that dim the message of t^he gifted and talented 

_'_ _ » __ ____ _ _________ __i 

- population.X Our quest for excellence should allow 

■ J*- _^ _ _ _ _ j; _ ■ _ _ - _ ' '_. ■ . 

for discourse to consolidate splinter ' groups . Ue 

are 'pragmatic ehbugh to rea^iize there ^re seti.ous 

budgetary considerations in these financially over- 

bt^rdehed times< However, there is a greater rfeed. to 

•garner financial resources to convene^ a- national 

group, or a consortium in every region of the country 

to. address these issues with us; to encourage staff 

development; to improve diagnostic and prescriptive - 

teaching without the heavy underpinnihgs associated 

with many indjLvidual education plans. 

A hational effort would create an under- 

_. . _ _ _ _ .... ... 

standing that the gifted child sees the world in a 

different way from most of us. Together, we could 

find a way to convert seemingly impog'sible ^goals to 

a concept that as a nation we cannot survive educa-^ 

ti'onal .neglect . Basic skills competency testing 

should be a starter point on the way to the zenith 

11 

: ^ 
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of the learning hierarchy, ^ 

We want excellence in education f oi. xhc [ 
"gifted and talented, 'not unli^^Re biar wish fb^ excelle-hdc 
in education for all children. Education ttjat would', 
be certain that all children receive frcDtn their persora 1 
and school ehvir dnmerits , all the tbbils they require 
, to become fulfilled persons --»on their way to 
achieving self -actualizitioh as adults. 

^-"Excellence £s forever :^(Abi^gail 
Addarps) . • • 

Thank ybo .- (Applause •) 
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. ComiTiissioner BfiKER; And now, Ms. Pat;ric,ia 
d'Gonnfiit, to speak on behalf 6f^ the ebuhcil of 
State Directors for programs for the gifted. 

MS. PATOICIA :0*cbM?ELL. Good afternoon. I 

* \ - . N.-. - - - - 

represent an organization of bureaucrat s^^hich is 
^propriate for bringing up the rear h^re^^'as far as 
the formal presentations. The organization that t aih 

representing here is^ I thinks thfe lin^ between what 

_ 

is happening on the local district level- and a lot of 

ti^*- national concerns which you have heard about 

today. I represent an organization which is very 

diverse^ and i think that the siessage you have gotten 

'I . ■ \ ■ 

today is that the states around the country are varied 
in the ways that they are dealing with giftjed and 
talented kids, "^cpte states have mandated services 
for gifted and talented children to use; c^her states 
have yet to see the light^ So that each of th^ state 
directors represents a different philosophy^ a 
different approach; yet^ dtit of this diversity^ I 
think we have managed, jast lately, to achieve a kiitd 
of consensus about what we think the federal presence 
should be in gifted education. 

S6^ my remarks will be very specific and 
very pedestrian^ in a- way^ because I am going to be 
talking about the_kinds of things that would really 

■ i m la 
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assist us .at the state level to really carry but the 
goals, the ideals^ the wondferful ideas that we have 
heard about today. - 

|:veh ill its heyday, the^ federal govern- 
nient drily spent a few mxllibn doiiaf s^bh gifted ah^ 
talented education. More thaS 15 states spent more 
than tM(€ five years ago. The states have taken a 
strong ^sltdori on this, for the most part. So, 
it is out of that that ± will speak. v 

Mbst of this has been said before, but i 
would just like to reei^hasize it br state it again. 

What we would like to see is, first of 
all^ that there be a federal presence. We have seen 
that that federal presence gives credence to ^^hit^e 
are doing in bxxr state and^ if we say that this is a 
national purpose, developed by people at the hatibhal 
level, as Sy ebimnissibher says^ it tnakes a 
difference when we go to the districts and gb tb 
th^ legislatures and say, "This is sbnething that 
other pec^le find credible arid something that we can 

in|>brt, too." v 

_ ■ - • 

So that we strbngly urge that federal 

presence. 

We would like to see four things, ehe 
Burt REPORtiNO Absociateb 
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thing is that "we qeed tb'have soma process of ongoing' 
corSnuhication , some way that we as prac titi oners^ a; 

as people that are developing State -level policy can j 

_ _ _ ' ^ - - _ - _ - - - ^ i 

find out what is happening both in education in other 

states and', also, outside of children's educiation. 

I am very concerned that we are cut off 

from people in -subject areas. I am very concerned 

that ^we are not meeting with scholars who are doing 

research in child development, who are doing research 

in trairdhf research^ pr in history or in the sciences. 

We in education have gotten ourselves into kind of 

a skills development block, if I may use that word. 

We heed to, have a broader conception of what we aire 

talking about, particularly when we. talk about gifted 

education. £ think it is f undatnental-ly important 

. ' . : • __ _____ __ : ' ' 

that we have an "opportunitg^ to do that. It seems to 
tne that thfe Federal Sbverhmeht should ccxnmit more 
money toward the kinds of things which will help us 
as practitioners translate some of the things that are 
happening throughout the- fields of knowledge to public 
schools. And i think that is a very important point. ^ 

This is not a nation of city-states. We 
are a nation that has a general goal for education 
and I think, without this coramunicatidh , we are in a 

" ^ V 15 

Burt Reporting Asbdciates 



1 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
16 

11 
12 
13 

14 
15 

16 
17 
18 
19 

20 

21 
22 
23 
24 



dire ^itjjatibh. -We "don't have that, arid that is why y 
•us fumbling, iri tnari"^ cases , trying to figure out what; 
is best to do for these kids. _ ; 

Secondj research. It has been mentioned 
time a'-hd again 1 thinft it wa^ Socrates whb said 
that^ in the land of the blind^ the one-eyed man w£Ps 
king. We have a lot of one-eyed men, I am afraid, 
trying to bperv^their other eye, and I , think we heed ' 
help with that. ' 



__ , _ _ _L _ -l^ 

I don t mean pedantic research or 



esoteric research^ or research which looks at how 
hotrific the state of the art is. I think we need to 
look at a positive way for those tools to look at 
curriculums , as was mehtibned agaih^ but it is really 
>Drtant that^e look at the subject matter to teach 
ki^ , not just the tools pr the process we^ use in 
teaching them. 

We need to look at what we know abbat 
educating pebpl^. We heed to look at prodigy studies. 
We need to took at identifxcatibh of disadvantaged 
kids. We dbn^ know enough ^about them. 

i think that the field wants very much to 
do o^hat is right, but we don't have those tools , as 
Dr. Gallagher mehtibned. 



' Hi _ _ ___ 
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What are our, standards ? eommissi oner 
Marstoh .said , ^"How do you isvaluate a prdgraui?'* ^ 
I would like to subtnit to you, how can. 
ybu evaluate, when ybu don't knbw what, the goal is? 
And i think that a lot of p4(^le are looking for what 
is the goal, and i hope that is the charge that ybu 
have here and will help us formulate what a natidrial 
purpose and what fTnaticinal gl?al ought to be.^ We 
definitely would like .to do that. 

As a practical matter, I don't think that 
that heeds to add on a tremendous Federal bureaucracy 
I think that these things can be dbne through existing 
brgahizatibhs . We catt look at curriculum through the 
National Endowtnent for the Humanities. Wfe car> Ibbl^ 
at »th? visual and performing arts through 




National Endowment for the Arts. We can Ibpk at 
research through the National institute fbr Educatxbrhi- 
We can look at ki^s in the vojcational area through 
our services in vocational education, and i feel real 
strongly about that. 

It doesn't need to be additional bureau- 
cracy, but additional funding through existing 
brganizatibns . . . 

This does two 'things : One , it streamlines 

V c 

• ■ •■ ■ ■ • _ _ X /„_ _ ' ■ ■ 
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^the 'cost , .an^ it also ties th\>se« efforts Whe-re tjkey i 
should be, and, that is, firmly in the subject' area or j 
in" thssf curriculum area where they belong, ^ . , ^ ^ 
are talking about a ^stnall porCion pf 
childxen in ^ larger s^^trmn, and ;th.at i.s where they 
belong. • _ . " ' 

* . \ . ^ . . . 

We think, however^ that it Ihould be * • 

additionat money to those ins titutibns which* think 
\ ' ^ ' _ _ 

theyc can . imi5act upon these areas: which they could 

address for these vety concerns. We need to know 

what^those standards are. , Research is the only 

- - ^ \ ; , ■ - ^ - J - 
vehicle there is for doing it^ and i^.t has to be done 

on the national level. ' » 



ThircT, we heed to have professional 



devflppment and teache j: trainingr I atn notj talking ^ 
and suggesting tbi usual idea that we have to teacher 
train. I atn talking abou*-^ducating' regular educators 
i am talkihg about educat bis ini<f their schools 
deveidpirig systems for support^ so that schools as a 

■ --- -- ^- J - -- - / ' _ 

whole can. understand wh^t gifted and talentied education 

• ■ ' >• ' . * *_ ^ ■ '__ _ _ . " _. _ _ ■. ■ • ■ _ _ ' _ 

is about. It is nice to have trained specialists. It 

is wOhderft^^^to^have ttiosf^ndividuali who go afeay' and 

learn and^ then return , but I think,' more, importantly . 



we have to It^bk at a general way in which we can 
• . BpRT Reporting; As.^b.cn^TEs ; 
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establish teacher traihirig in the htaader sense . j 

1 also think we need to get away, although! 
il is important, /from tije skiiie focus that we have 
been working with^ gifted Chi Ic^ren. The yachers^ of 
Maine and, I atn sure, all over the_c^ntry,' are an 
aging population. They have been out of the universitj 
and an academic seating, m^st of them, for a long time. 
They heed opportunities for intellectual renewal 
themselves. We have seen remarkable things happen 
with our teachers. * 
. ^ We are asking them to treat gifted kids 

* . , : , _ _ ^ • - - • 

in a kind of sterile envirortnent rather than instill 
feeling that kind of passion for khc*!* ledge that we 
are frying to encourage in th^ kids. 

How can we set up opportunities for 
teachers? They cannot cbmjuhicate that to kids 
unfess they have felt it themselves. I wm Id hope 
that a teacher training effort would build Oh subject 
matter, would build on skills aH a part cf subject 
matter. Most teachers would relish apportunities life 
that, ar^ I would hope that, as a part of gifted 
education, we iould build oh giving teachers knowledge 
in content a^as and, also^' skills in those areas, 
a thought process of intellectual rehewal as well as 
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Fourth, ^and last^ it has been mentioneti 
before that speciarl pr&grams and summer programs are j 
^ _^ of vaitfe. ^^^^l^e seen it from research bri the part 
of adults^ it'has been meritibned by the MIT study ^ 
and by the testimony frcxn^ students read to ybu. * 
it is very important, in Maine and in 

other rural areas ^ these kids don't have opportunities 

_^ . 

to be with other mentors; they are just not around^ 

They have to be brought physically together in order 



to have that kind of sustained experience. I am sure 
it is the sam^ thing in suburban and urban areas as 
well. ^ ^ 

The States are willing to do that, 



many States are taking oh this responsibility but 
it is limited in the nuraber^of kids. 

If thk Federal Gbverhmeht could share 



with the local districts and the States through some 
sort of incentive funding for summer programs, and 
this, again, cou^d be done. through the ejcisting 
bureaucracy in Washington;, it doesn't heed to be a 



separate program. Bat those kinds of opportunities 

> ______ . . 

can dp what public schools just don't have the 

capacity to do at this time. 
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It is not the fault of the .public schools J 



but the teacher-tnentot persons that have been 
described: to you are not, gehistally, in the public 
>. schools, or, at leasts, they are not in Maine. Some 
of them are j but not enough ^o preser^t the kind of 
sustained, intensive, academic ahd^iritellectual _^ 
experience that we hope^f or these children. 

• So, those are my^fbur simple requests . 

Oae is for i system of corimiriicatioh among the states 
The second is for research to help us do what we hope 
to do better. The third "is for teacher training and 
professional develbpineht of mentor mode Is , people 
that are in the field at the moment, and fourth is 
some way in, which we can provide special and sutmneir 
programs for these Jcids outside the regular school 
program.^ 

i . _■ 

If you have any specific questions about 

^ ^ _- 

what is going on in the states or if you wish to 

receive sOTie. information I would be happy to prepare 
^ proposal for you. If you have any particular 
. questions that you would like to have the State 
I)irect6rs answer, we will be happy to respond. Tharnk 
you, ' ^ w* • 

BbiranisSioner BAI^R. Th^nkybUiMs. O'Cbnnellj 
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arid we shall heed your Invi tatipri to follow '6n^ 
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Testimony from the PuHlxc Ab bdt Examples of Excellence 

in Education • ' . ' i 



Group 1 - 



>c eoOTnissibner BAI^R. We xibw come to the 
important .time of public input into bur' heating as 
well. We have sensed 'the. empatt^ oE this audience 
W and we are anxious tb' follow it further albng-the 
lines J)ur colliagues have just been- outlining. 

(A pause . ) - 
£bninissioner BAKER. We wiy. ask Ms. iVirgiriia 
Ehrlich to begin. Please -use this micVpphone arnP 
address itljwith^ yigbx . ' ' . 

■ I — ^---Z- ■ \ ' ^. ' r. -. /. . 

i^, .Ms / VIRGINJ&^EHRUCH. I am Virginia Ehrlich. . 



I was f ortnerly^Diret 



1^. 



of Gifted^/Chiid Studies in the 



N^w York City'TpTil^lic schbbls'-. created. i:he Astbr: ' 

_ _ * - ■ 

progra'tn^ wfiifti^wilX be referred to later, iox youag 
gifted children, and ci am assbciated with. Gblumbia - ' 

Uhivergity Teachers V College . / / 

' ' ■ ■ . . \ ___ ^ ^ . ■ _ _ s / V • 
^; * I wili ntft speak atxbut other topics that 

I think are very important and need furthey: comment. * 

- ' ' I ^ ~- * - ' - - 

1 will definitely be^endxrig you some materials .V ; 

^ *_ " ^ 

However, I do want to speak on bne pbint 
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tihat w6s hot picked up, that is, an aspect of it 
\^that was not discussed earlier. 

it seems to me' that, instead of withdrawinjg 
support for the development of appropriate curricula 
for ail gride le^7els, ^tfie goverhmgjit should undertake 
a Coordinated prbgratn designed to stimulate changes 
in curticulsr at all levels and in the most critical 
areas - ' * . - 

- : J. ^ 

The ihadequacpy of curricula at elementary 
levels for stretching the minds pf gifted children is 
^appalling. This lack is further aggravated by the 

_ _ _ _ • _ _ _ . . . X 

very limited understanding of what gifted young 

children, ages 4 to 8, are truly capable of doing^ 

.t • _ . * " 

I The development of appropriate curricyla 

at this and higbey leve Is requires the-4cooperatioh of 

many skilled persons from a Wriety of sources, iH*- 

eluding business 3 in^stry ,-J%tDvernment agencies , 

institutions of higher learning, teachers experienced 

with chiij^reh of all agesV so fDrtn. 

And,^ of course, it can be done, and I 
shall oe sending you sorne evidence of the fact tnat 
it was done . ^ 

Some of the current shortages in trained 
personnel for the highly technical and complex 
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~xiidustrieS' of toaay a'ie aue in part to the he"^le'ct 
M gifted childrisri during thei r__early childhooc, bacRj 
it^ the late fifties fend early sixties, with the | 
consequent I'oss of their interest and talents as tpey 
:drdpped outi either* physically or psychologically^ 



from school systems that refused to recognize their 
existence. 

^ A second cause of present shortages is 

the lack of foresight and improper guidance of 
students into fieLds of short-lived or limited utilitj 
Thus ^ we have doctorates who cannot find work in.theii 
own fields, are ill-prepared to switch to other high- 
caliber jobs , arid are considered ah y^mpioyment risk 
because they are over-qualified in education, if not 
in specific training. 

Chjr Department of Education at/the ^ 
Federal level should be guided by" the phrase In the 
Preamble to our Constitution^ "to promote the commdri 
welfare," and consider construing its role tn^that 
light. It should consult with all aspects b£; our 
government i executive ^ legislative ^ and judicial ^ and 
ail other departmental agencies, (a) to determine 
what "bur national needs and priorities may be, hot 
only imrhediate ly i but also teh_ or twenty yeaars 'hence ^ 

Burt Repdrtind Assdciatee 



^ when today children will have joined tjjie wbf k '-fbrc^^^ 
and (U) to establish those gcsls of edUeatibn"^ tha t 
will promote the ebmmqn welfare while ,sBtx$if^t^g'''* 
individual needs; (c) tb recomriierid a S:*ystern of *^ra.t)rts 
fellowships, and special awards ^ to ttiose wteo »can * 
fulfill the specified goals i, These s>5u id? include > 
enc ouragetneiits for educational processes , jijrogr^ins;^^ 



research and development technigues that are^ c lea tlyi. 
relatecT t^ specific goals aSd, when applied to the > 
ihte lleSijaiiy gifted^ recognize the necessity of > ' 
beginnijig their education from early childhood "in a 

'cbhtihuous plahned prbgressibh from fcinclargairten 
through graduate school. ; _ -k 

, Fbr thbse who 'arje expected to perf brrrt at 

high levels of c cntiplexity -and abstracti on ^, the most . 

crucial years are hot in tfbilege or graduate school, 

but during the earliest years. .. 

; , Our Government's role is to reward such 

excellence and to encourage its .mahtfestatibm 

Too much of the 'educatibh bf the gifted 

has been directed to achievement which'^mere ly reflecits 

what the gifted student can do, with or witfiopt the ; ' 

intervention of a teacher , possibly even in sptte of 

the teaching » This pleads to performance which is 

.BURt REPORTINCI AbSDCIATEB \ ' ■ ^ | 
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mediocre and far frbrr. excellent, in spite of the 
..technical superiority of a student's grades or test 
results' over their age peers. 

What is heeded is a standard of perf ormane 
that accurately reflects the true capacities of the 
intellectuali^gif ted. We need to set standards that 
wi^ll demand their best efforts^ instead of lowering 
standards^ devitalizing curricula and diluting the 

ei^ence of knowledge. 

We must demand scholarship , thoroughness , 
-precision, accuracy, and, above all, integrity of 
performance- From eacli student, we must expect a 
heed a^hd desire to perform at his or her best level 
and a repugnanc^ fpr lazihessrof thou^Rr p^^^^ 



in research, we must require that the ^ 
standardized tests by which the performance and 
abilities; of studehts are so frequently measured be 
calibrated with greater precision at the upper 
extreme, so that we can obtaih truer ttieasures of 
pupil progress and acciOTplishment atnong t^e gifte 

i^^i^T^tt this g^ research 

and deveibpment funds are .^solute ly essential. 

And I shall be very glad to send. you 
additional materials and other comments that ,1 have 

27 ' ' - ^ ■ 

. ^ _ ■ __ ^ 1 . ■ ■ ••• 
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oh the education of the gifted, but 1 think 1 a~. 
close to iny four minutes* ^ 

eommissioner BAKER. Thank yoUj Ms- Ehrlifeh. j 
Ms. Gloria Duclos is next. We remind 
ourselves that we are very, frustrated at the time 
limitations we have, and we would like to hear 
everything that can^ be . forwarded . We V7buld appreciate 
it if everyone would be considerate of the time of the 
others, the" other members of the conference.. 

Ms . GtORiA SHAW DUetOS , ^Mr. Ghairmari^ members 
of. the Gommissidni 1 will talk very quickly^ 

" : , __ _> _ _ \ V 

I represent the University of Maine 
system, V7hich last summer sp on scored a two -week Summer 
Insbitiate f d?: 50 gifted and talented fjigh school 
seniors from throughout the Statis of Maine, The 
institute, which will be repeated in the summer of • 

.1983, is located at; the IJniversity of Sou the rn Maine , 
one of ^he seven campuses which comprise the Universit] 
of Maine system. The "students live in a d di^rnit on 
the Gdrhatts campus of the university for the entire 

^wo weeks . 

The cdre of tte Summer Institute is an 
-interdisciplinary course regularly offered to freshmer 
at USM, entitled, "Three Crises in Western Culture: 

. ' * '. * ■ 

■ ^- 28 
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civilization on. Trial," It is taught by five faculty 

members: two philosophies (who argues ihcessahtly) * a 

physicist, ah htstbriahi and ihyselfi a classicist. We 

use the pedogbgical device of a trial to focus upon 

three critical turntiig points in the history of western 

civilization: the'txial of Socrates in 399 B.C., the 

trial of Galileo in 1633» and Pranz Kafka's hovels 

•The Trial," written in 191:5-16. The readings in each 

of the three units Of the course range broadly, from 

Plato and Greek Socratic, Greek tragedy and Thucydides 

^ontas Kufin's "The Cc^erhicah Revolution" and Langf prd ' 

"Galileo, Science and the church," to Sigmphd Pteud, 

Karl Sch or sice/ and readings oh Mark Planck. The apprcSii 

is ihterdiscipliharyy we examine the ramifications of 

each trial in ^he^areas of pfiiios^hy, science, history 

literature and rrt. The format is varied: lectures, 

snail discussion grot^s, panels, a Plahetariim shcM, 

and drana^izat ibhs. 

our aim in the sunnier institute is to offer th^> 

stud^ts hot only ""total i^ersioh** ih ah academically 

rigorous program^ but also a variety of enriching ' 

experiences, and to this end we program guest lectures, 

films, concerts^ dinners/ workshops^ and dances^ to 

complement the historical periods under study. In 

additiion to the obligatory lobster bake at the seashore ^ 

a hi^ pbiht of the' ihstitute is# ah all-day trip to 

BURT Reporting associates 
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Boston, to tour the Museum of Science and the Museum 

of Fine Arts, eliciting, incidentally, a charming 

- _ - - _. 

comment from one of the students whose horrie^t^n is 

ideated in far northern Maine: "I have beeii exposed 

to so much culture that they won't recognize ftie when 

I ge t home t o Hadawaska I " 

The students, we find, profit about as 

mtacfi from the thteractibn and socialization with each 

other as they do from the exposure to a university, 

level pourse and the free interchange of ideas with 

faculty. This is especially important in a state 

such as Maine, where gifted and tafented studm ts 

often find themselves isolated and alone in their 

small schools and rural areas . Another of bur ^ ^ 

students expressed eloquently and poignantly why such 

programs' for gifted Shd talented students are so very 

necessary: 

"It is imperative that this fbrm of 
alterhattve education exist for high school students 
who are frustrated at attacking the wall of apathy 
.which surrounds their daily lives. Reactionary 
high schools i parents frightened of their offsprings' 
tangents and peers ' reluctance to stand freely all 
play thei-r ludtcrbuse roles in repressing young adults 

Burt RkpoRtiNG AssabiAtcs , 
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who need to see^ feel^ taste anj3 hear the c otnplexitiiq 
of life.^ Here we ha^e joined in a beaatiful and 
noble effort to understand culture and ourselves." 

.Ai _ _ _ . . ... 

Than^you. 

■ * . 

eotmnissioner BAKER^^ Thank you, Ms. Duc^lbs i 
We hear next Anton Lyzee. • 

My. ANTON L^EE. My backgroand with the 
University of Chicago Laboratory School, Illinbis Lab 
School, the University of Illinois' Curricuiutn 
Labdrato^, the Gentef for Ins true tibnal Research and 
Curricuiuiti Evaluatidri^ and currently Coordinator for 
Special Curriculum Deveiopmeat in Londonderry^ New:^ -, 
Himpshire i 

I some negative things to say. John 

Felges on. President of .NACJC, sometimes refers to the 
gifted education mbvement as SEM^ and I am going to 
suggest to you that the Federal Government disassociat 

■ . 1 

itself or either downplay or abandbn its relation to 
the GEM movement • I will suggest an alternative that 
we can call Spic and Span. . ^ 

i jtait organized my remarks around thjre^ 
quotations . First : from Santayana ^ "Those ignorant 
of history are bound to repeat its mistakes^" 

think if y oil were to review the MSSP 

H ; ^ ' 
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yearbooks in. ^ he:. twej^^ in the fifties^ ancj the 
one in * 7:^ g^n gifted ; educ have a 

pr^ty good' stammary' of: iSiiat ybu haVe heard, today. 

I think'w dfe^^t docit froffls^Wf^ history. 
Harry Brody iaiS that eduS^ are the' w^^S -^^^ ^ 



offenders in showing po respect for the history of 

their discipline, and I. a^ee with that . - 

I would lifa^ t!o point out, I think^ eri 

outstandingawork of evalu/^tion that was done at CRCY^ 

a work of 'the curricuiom of the iriinois Gifted^ 

Program, by Erriie" Howes, called '"The Politics of 

- i^movatiofv^^^^ at the Mar lih Reports 

hearings, and i would suggeat that everyone read /that. 

■ « 

Another qubtltion ,-f rcxh T.S>, glidt^ 

"Between the idea ar\d th^^ reality lies the shadow. " 

That. is from "The Hollow Man", which .wbs written in 

the twenties; 

^ i ' think that tiiost people in school districj: 

teachers, administrators^, see the people who have 

promoted the gifted education movement , the GEM 

movement^ as hollow tnen^ hollow people, people who hav^ 

a lot of high ideals, but offer them hp support or 

ideas of how to^^mplem^nt them on the local level. 

_^ ______ L _> _ , L 

; I suggest that the shadow is the , politics 

4' - •"' - . 

,: " BLfRT^REPDRtiNG ASSDCiATES 



1 

3' 
4 
5 
6 
7 
.8 

" 9 
10 

11 
i2 

13 

14 
15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 

23 
24 



of the Ibca^'I school district that Ernie Howes refers ; 
to^ and I refer ,you to that, ■ . j 

Anbtfier quotation, from Richard Hurd ^ 
"It is easier to inove a cemetery than to change the 

^ ; ■ / 

curricuiutn. " ' 

I would suggest that the kind of catalyst ^ 
the national cat^yst that Dr. Gallagher talked aBout, 
the kind of individual, foctas on problems and diffet^nt 
kinds of subject ihatter that Dr* Feldman talked about^ 
can be hitched to this thing that I will call Spic 
and Span. And I think the two examples I wi|Sl ^ust 
mehtioh, 1 think the Johns Hopkins attiempt at the 
national talent search is an excellent attempt to 
identify and pi^bvide a hational foundation for iQcal 
districts to justify their local si^port of prbgrams. 

I would like to suggest raat Olympics of 
Mind that came but of the New Jersey gifted program 

is another nationail program that provides a model. 

■^^ - ^ ■- fi'_ ' \- -- - _■ ■■ I - ■ _ - 

thatyv bnce it gets ihtb a distridt, can create local 

i ' ' / \ 

support for gifted progtataning that goes beyond the 
dl3^pic8 of the httnd, and I ^infc it allows stjudehts 
to get a chance to deal^with prolsiems in a variety of 
areal .- _ • ^ 

Now, the Spifc and SE^n thing that I just, 

' ' ^ ■ ■ ' ■ ^ • 
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thought up'-is goih^ to, hopefully s tr^to clean up 
the mess, of the last fifty years , but what i would 
have i^, stand for is Special Problems Inspiring 
eoOTnitmehts to KncrWledge^ and the Span would mean that 
it would span from pre--sch5ol to college. And these 
kindd of problems would be created by experts in the 
field. They would be open-ended problems like the 
Olympics of the Mind, and they would allow participa- 
tion at local di&tticts and encourage all kinds of 
creative involvetnent. * ' , 

The Span issue in it is, again, to span 
ail areas bf ^iTe cr^^riculdm^ span all areas of the age 
span. 

^ FihaXiyi I wdulci like to think^ if 

Socrates were on trial here I thinS he would identify 
looking over the l^t fifty years of the gifted 
education movement s the GEM movement. He would see 
people in the Qbilege of Education as the mbderh 
counterparts of sophists. I would suggest that you, 
want to go to people with subject matter knowledge 
ih thi varibui disciplines to get advice oh how to 
create these problems f or '^Spic and Span. Thank you. 

Co«nmissioner BAKER, thank you. i fehihk it 
was clear that you , in pbinting but heeds, were still 

■ -34 • 
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^"opRorting warmly the total program, a very good ^ 
combination. - | 

i 

Hiss Rhoda Spear. ^ . \ 

Miss RHQDA sraAR. i would like to begin by 
\ •saying that I caine here with a prepared'lfecri pt , which 
is in my briefcase. I would prefer to use what 
remains of our time to share sbme c oncer nS;^ with you. 

t^y current positiori is Cbbrdihatdr of 
Gifted Programs for the City of New Haven in 
Connecticut. I hesitat*e to use the words, flew' Haven, 
here because of Yale's protximity^ but please forgive 
ihe in these hallowed halls. 



-IN 



Ve ry s imp ly^ -I^^wjuid- li fce-t^~di-sc4a5^^ 
ybu one word. The' one word iCthe word "ambivalent". 
If I had to describe the state of New Haven's 
programs currently, I think the best word possible 

: - __ ____ _•• r __■ 

would be ' the word "ambivalent i " 

>^ - ^ . S _ ^ -\ ^'^ - 

We are very fortunate. We are fortunate 

•V 

in having, prbbSbiy, what I consider to be the best 
consultant in gifted education in any state that I 

have traveled^ and that is Bill Vassar^ who has 

»_ . 

provided just so much support and guidance. 

1 We are very fortunate in having a 

committed Sup^erintendent of Schools. I think both of 
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those ingredients are crucial; - 

in addition to thst i we 'are fortunate in 
•having ;a committed Board of Educatib^ that is ^ as 
committed as they can be with f iscal cbn^rairits . ..j^ 
In addition i we are f osfijreate to have ; 
cornmitted community people. We are fortunate to have 
the expertise on cdhsultaht services, right from the 
veiy inception of our gifted program, of Mary Hunter 
WC5lfe and people like Mary Hunter Wolfe. 

' We are very fortunate to have commuhi'ty 
nientbirs who ire very committed. We are very forttanate 
to be in a unt\?ersity envirbhtneht , where we . draw upbn 
hot bhly Yale in a number of ways ^ but also both the 



community colleges, state teachers' colleges, and 
every available resburce. 

\/fe are very fortunate in that, this y^^r, 
we are serving 632 youngsters, but that ±s ijbt enough. 
It cahhbt begin tb be enough f or a city or a city like 
New Haven. 

We are also v^ry f ortuhatfe in having 
committed staff who are willing to, aSi I put it, 
iStretch the elastic as far as the e las ti^ will 
possibly gbi 

We are also very fortunate in having as 
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our pitimate designed purpose a comprehensive giftad 
progiraift, and I mean comprehensive, both traveling 
grade levels from four through twe Ive , with some early 
progratnrnlhg J — not enough but •also a comprehensive 
prograSiin its recbghitibh of the uncovering of the 
potentially gifted youngsters. And Alex Baldwin, 
earlier this morning, addressed that, and I have heard 
that as ah bngbing conbejfn. But not enough of our 
youngsters are being programmed for, and that is the 
unfoir^unate portion b£ New Haven's lot, cities' Ib^jt^ 
rural communities ' lots^ and even some suburban 

-cdmmunit ^ 

Vefy^impiy^ in histbry^ let me Just trace 



the kinds of impact that fiscal Constraints have had 
upon a system that is c^Smnitfced to a ccxnprehensive 
gifted program • ^ 

• Two yeats ago, we fiad 109 per cent more 

staff than. we currently have this year^nd^ again, 

_ ' *- _ *. .* . _ . ._ - . 

tljlt was because of - very simply, a $6 million budget 

^ >* ■ , . ■ » * 

^tiit^'-- not in out budget i but in the education J 
budget — and this is vhat cities ^nd -towns afl^ fa^ed 
with, ebhsequently ^ I request, in the remaining 180 
sec onds i the follot^ihg of this- ebmmission: 

Number one , a passianated committee to 

- BiJRt Reporting associates 
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c oinprliiensive gifted pr ogrammxrig for students :acrbss I 
thi^. coantry; secondly, a very strong ewnmittheht to I 
cities; thirdly, khd perhaps most prevalently, at | 

least -a plea for funding so 'that we can disseminate 

♦ * - 

- - - - - - *^ 

what have been model progtams in this bun try • 

• i hear the final, buzzer. I can go op, 

but let me end with a quote from ehari^s Dickens, 
which is, very simply, I am paraphrasing it it 
is the best of times. PleMsfe don't let it be the 
worst of times. 

eommissibner BAKER. Thank you very tnucH. 
Judith Greunbaum. ^ 

Ms. JUDITH GREUNBAUM. Ladie^ and ^ehtlemen^ 
Cbtntnissi driers : . ^ • 

I represent Project Excel, a project at 

■ __ ^ _ __ ___ __ __ ________ 

Southeastern Massachusetts University. My title is 

Dissemination Coordinator. 

Project Excel at Southeastern Massachusett 

University is ah ehricbment program which, provides a 

bridge into higher education for gifted and talented 

high school students. The curriculum is designed to 

introduce high potential tenth and eleventh graders 

to the larger reals of creative: irite llect , artistic 

■..4.1* - . ' I ■ 

endeavor, and social consciousness. This fall, the 
Burt REPORTir^ AssbciiTES 
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project will" begin its .'thijd year of operation, .it /iS- 

tk ' • ■ ■ ■ ' " ■ ... ' 

_ ■ ' " - _ . . • ■ . _ _ _ •_ 

how a . pr oven, mode 1 which has saccessf ally ' served over | 
150 students from twelve high schools in the South- 
eastern Massachusetts area>: 

Excei doasf not bffer^the participants 
advanced^ work in specialized areas . The emphasis is 
not on developing a particular narrow skill or on 
rote learning. Rather , ExeeA is based or) the* idea 
that education is a process of discovery. 

The program is ^esi^ried to j»ffc6urage 
analysis of conflicting information arid the integratiojr 
of scientific , aesthetic and moral concepts . It is 
through the use of critical intellectual processes 



that great discoveries and inn ovati/ons arev made in 
ail fiefBs of human end^a^^r, in t^e atrts^^nd sciences 
and in tHe social sciences arid withiri. the humariities. 

Recently, we have been fortutiate to have ^ 
been awarded a grant from FIPSE^, the Fund for the 
Improvemerit of Post* Sec drid^ry Educatiori. We will^ - 
within the next two years, disseminate the model to 
twelve campuses within the Northeast* We ho'pe to 
reach ^00 students from 120 to 144 cooperating high 
schools . ■ ■- ' 

* ' Excel establishes early iri^egjpatirOri of 
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the ttiost prornising students 'into the : Intel tec tua 1 ;. 'j ' 

• ■ ". '. " * 

life aha value conflicts of uhiversifci^s/through ' ' { 

weekly bn-ciarripus afteritoDn. sessi Dns . ther,eby tne^-t-ing 

the needs of the'/e^speciaily talented. / 

' ' tast year, the theme for Excel^Ws 

_ i . ; _ ^ _ _ . 

Cbrntnittherit to Life; this y^ar^; the Discovery of fa lent 

_ '■_ _ ^ ■ - ■- J '- ■ .- '■ - - J - ._ • 

. ' ' ' An example of 'one* lecture which was just 

" ■ ' *' ' ■ < . * 

last week-was Lisa Thorhfieh,-a young woman of 25 years 
of age whOj having been committed to the are^ of 
Sijnging and acting her efhtire life, four years ago^ 
^wa^ faced with the conflict^ of Ijeing complete ly 
confined to a wheelchair. ' i; : \ r 

The high school students involvejd in our 
program itiet het"j tallced with her:, and discussed with 
her the -agohy/iof rediscovering her talents over- ' 
coming the disability ^ and recommitting- herself >. 
within herself to that gift and forgthg ahead . And l 



would say that it was one of the most inte re stingy' and. 
Stimulating, discussions that the high schodl sttjdent^ 



^ havei had.. 
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We provide a linkage across institutiorial 
boundaries, utiliaitig the 'personnel and plant «acH in 
a ct)st-effectiVi way, fulfilling fhe community servito. 

_' __ ^ _ ' ■ _ • _ __. ' , ... . 

mission of the university to the c ooperating' high - 
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. ■'•..* ■■ V - ■ ■ ■ ^ J 

scnDols and participating students; , 
. . • . :^^,.ax^^^ self-sufficient, a fundint 

3 I ' '' pattern which helps guaranEi^'e> continuity ;a 

4 ■ ' in a v ariety o f ihstitat ional settings. ' . , 

5 We . stimulate a . high }.evel of interest iri- 

6 participants , in areas of high schools , and at 

7 colleges and universities. 

8 ^ I §m going to close now. What I would • 

9 like to offer and what my job is, that, throughout - 

10 ^ the Northeast^ we would like to help to estatxlish 

11 this model ..within other colleges, I personally . 

12 believe that it is important because it develops a 

13 ^ reciprocal link between public school education apd ' 

U the university within 'each area, and that is a rote 

^ ' * ^- - _ _ J - - ■-. ■ : 

15 . ^f that I thinkvwe all have to begin to work t)ri, to 

• , ;! • ^ . "i^^ ■ ^ ° . . . ' 

begin to develop a . file'^if chy in learning , find , as an 

' _- - n - - - - .- * , ^ - ■ ' 

17 : art educator, I am ;0eiighted with" the fact that this 



16 



T 



particular model emphasizes creative artistic . 

d/ ^ _ • - __ _ 

;9. endeavor as well as the inteltectuai side of liearning. 

20 - it is the best that we can offer students 

21'' ii\ providing a way of drawing out the essence of 

22 learning and then, in th^t way, in developing within 

23 ' ^each person, within each individual^ the spirit of 

24 • .digcbvery^ Thank you. 
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- t Cpmrnissionef BAKER. ^ . T^ank you ^ Ws . Greunbautri. 



Ccmimissioner 'HAfeSt 0K i Uust:. one question 



(9 



please. It is an afternoon program? It is not a 
-residential program? l__ 



Ms. 6REUNBAUM. That is true. |t is based on 
the acadgmxc : year of the university ^ anq it is «one 



afternoon per week. <And, if you want more information 

' .■ ~. - 

1 wiil .have it . - • : ^ ^ 

« ■ -■ 

it : ■ __ _ ' __ __ ___ : ^ 

- 'Corrkissioner BAKER, ""Thank you again.. Vincent 

Hawes ■ . - . i ^ -x, ;.• ' 

Mr. VINGENT HAWES. Members of the Commission ^ 

and -the audi-ence*^ 

, My name is 'Sr. Vind^'nt Hawes. ^ I am ^ 

Professor of Education at Salem State College in 

kistoric SaifeS on the North Shb^^ of Massachusetts , 

a .t6wn situated next to the Town of Beverly that T 

will discuss today , because it is in that town, with 

- ^ - ^ r 

its gifted p^rbgram that is .alive at Salem State 
College , that I wish to give you some information. 

That town, incidentally, is the home, it* 
alleges, at least, of the birthplace of the United 
States Navy^ and it also is the home pf^ the Cabots arid 
the Lodges, whosc/Si^^c c^rse , b^ co^ is limited to 

_ ^ 

people other than this group. 

BDRT RCPPRTIND ABBCDCIATEB 



„ . In seeking to link college and cottimunitj' 



programs and the evaluation of them, i began, several' 
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years ago, and have completed a study 6r> the progress 



of ?t:udents \n a prog ratn for t he gifted in th e 



neighboring town of Beverly cSlled Educational 
Enrichment Genter. , , " 

By classic definition, this ts a program 
which is principally enrichment; It, follows the- 

model of the pulldut' style^in which youngsters sperjd 

____ J^- : \ __ 

one day a week in a center for' acceleration 

enrichment and have the rest of the time in their 

regula^ classes. { ' 

i will sunnnarize quickly a few of: the 

prihc/ipal findings of the study^ which cbncerned the 

impressions and attittides that children had of . 

themselves, after* having had the experience "of this - 

new program transfetring them from the regular 



curriculum an3 exposure^ 



The f±-rst-Step of the develdpmeht of 



this was the sensitizing of a-numl^r of the teafc^ers 
• - *_ _ - _ _ __ » 

to the needs of gifted youngsters-, both ihfoiiniqg 

thetti and making them mor^ cognizant of what occurs in 

the mind of a Mfted child. ^ the sensitizing fbllowed 



a classic formuli 



]^ aci^ept 



ed and prepared by most 



1: 
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psychologists > and it was one in which we leaned 
heavily, to be perfectly candid,- bri the models used 
in the women *p tndvetnent ^ and I felt I had to; being, 
the father of three daughters, 1 didn't dare but 

Z: ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • 

conctjr with what was proposed. 

* , The style led to the survey, the survey 
de^lt with 152 children, all of whom 1 interviewed 
personally, and data was obtained from thetii as well 
as from their parentis and every sub-group in the 
administration of the prbgrm teachers , parents of 
qfhildreri within the program^ parents outside of the 
program. 

The distribution , of students was from 
Grades 4 through 8, somewhat yot^^r than has been 
generally discussed here today , but I think note - 



worthy. 



' ' __■ _ _ _ _ _ _' 

We sought to find out, or 1 did, the 



extent to which the students are being enriched in 
this program i and. whether the Stated objectives 
brilliantly cb^^ceive'd and exquisitely expressed, 
actually had been acbieved; 

We are pleased to say, at the end bf the 
study, that we had this and 'I would jugt cite the 
results i since there are many, and statistics, late 
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..There was one dissenter', there should 
be i I suppose , and he- said , "l dm in i.t because my 
mother says I have to be. 

But the other children .^overwheliiingly 
shewed, 87.5 per cent ^ that they re changed and 
changed for the better because of the effort by - 
cbl'lege'arxd c ommanity to work jpintly together. $hank 
you . ' 

Cotnmissioner BAKER. Thank you. We now come 
to Dorothy Mbser. j ^'^ 



^Ms. DOROTHY MOSER. . Ccramls^i driers ^ ladies and 
gentlemen: 



I ath happy tb be here to make a statement 
for the Mortar Boatd , Incorporated, today. Mortar 
Board , for tKpse of you , who may hot know, is a 
National Senior Honor Society, founded in 1918 ^ with 
bver^ 18D chapters cbtSnitted to three basic principles 
scholarship^ leadership and service. ' 

> *_ _ _ __ " *_ ' _ ______ ' 

\^ Our organization has a reputation for I 

suppbrting aqd epcburagihg excellence on cbllege and 

- _ - _■■ ^' . - - _ -V 

university campuses throughout the hattoh. 

. ! It has been said several times today, by 

varibtas speakers, that mentbfs, model teachers ^ ' 

stimulating teachers ^ ate nefded on ail elementary and 
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- sec bridary level a| essential elements in tHfi pt-^ce^s'/j 



,< . 



■ of 'Assisting oifr gifted and talented children and 

youtjh'^tb realize 5heir full pSt^ngtial. The mernbers . 

- ' - ^ _ \ ' \ ' 

of Mortal? Board ^ who have been recognized f or j 

. excellence^courd provide the type^ of stimulating 

teacher to w^ich we. refer; but where is thf ^heehtive? 

Fewer and, fewer , of bur college graduates corisi^er 

teaching to he ^ viable, occupatiibn. As the Fed^rii^ ^ 

Gbverntrteht cbht;ihues to cut back oft financial _ ^ 

assistance ^ oiir collegfe^ stadents are force^^to "^ci^^ 

mbre^ and more debt, and the realizStidh that these . 

_ _ , _ . _ _ , _ _ _ ■ . 

debts must be repaid causes' them to prepare for \; 
occupationjs which /h3|ve potential f'^ prod^;Lng - ^ 
^lucrative income's* ' \ : ^ . • C 

\ . In addition, th^teaching prof essibn , in 

many respects, has 'iosVits time-hohbred place ir\ ^ ' 
society. We must be cbhcerned with returning to the 
- educational arena the preS^ige and statais which was 

once afforded those- in the teaching professibh in 
^brder fbt us tb attract trie brilliant minds needed to 



produce excellences 

We must believe that but greatest national 
resource is l^utnan capital. Existing programs- which 
help the young and the poor to reach for higher 
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standards of educatijohal excellence ihust be preserved;^ 
The priorities set by the Federal Gove-rntneht must; I 
reflect the ;need "Jibt \grawth the excellent in our j 
human resources, America's future s on xt. 

Thank you. * • • , 



v. 



eonffnissibher BAI^R, Thank you, Ms, Wendy Marl^^ 
Ms. WENDY MARKS. Members of thi Gbntnissibh: 
i came here today ^not to give you any specific 
examples of projects or schools, but ^cause 1 have 
within me a need to say something to you. 

■ ,_ ■• _• 

i continue to realize tSat i had, >^hen i 
went;. through school , a differentiated educational 

_v i_ L : ^_ _ 

opportunity before it was popular to offer it, and I 
have come tb: realize that all children d oh t get the 



opportunity that I had. What it cost tne was to stands 

' , *" ■ ■ ^ . ■ ' 

\ • i_ » ■• . • 

up and speak for what I believe in. . 



I amvpresident of a very active parent > 
advocacy group, in Chelmsford^ Massachusetts ^ and^ 
afte.^ three , years of very diligent work, we- finally 

arrived at the iniplemehtatioh of a l^al gifted and 

' ' . , _ .a' }• _ ■_ _ ^_ 

talented program in our public school system/ and, I 

v^^ighit add, at a time of financial stress he,^e in 

Mal^sf chusetts . . » ^ " 

i am also a feeinber of the State Advocacy^* : 

BiJRT RtPDRTiNd ABBDCIATES . «' 
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Group and I an) personally involve d in the effort to 
itnplertient legislation to tnadntain the Office of Gifted 
and Talented at the state ie\7ei. 

But wfikt i really came here today f or-^:was 
because I am attempting to provide quility parenting 



tb five sons, three of whom fall into the category we 
^re discussing . t oday . " 

Ms. eox'ref erred to the important: of a 
supportive home environthent • I ani particular|5^ 
concerned aboujt the most efficient use of paSi^ntal 
time and energy. I think you became increasingly 
aware' today that gifted children are a minority. It 

■ 

should foli^ thit^ parents pf gifted children are 
also a minority. 



i Keeping that^ fact in mind, I would urge 
this C otitis si on to recommend not only Federal monies 
to be sp^?nt on research and development^ an<3 teacher 
in-service j biSl also to establish that committed 
Federal .oJ^ice of gifted and; talented , whicTfi can then 
-oversee the implementation and c^tinuity of- (quality 

programs ^across* the' nation; . ' v • ' 

' ■ ■ . "'■ ■ * . , ^ • ■• \ ■ • _ ' , ^ . 

' J^h this way^ parent advpcates could spend 

lesfr time' itrvinfe to^ achieve, lights of their 



children to eSuay; e4u6Sti and spend 
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itiore time and energy in providing direct individual 
support to their children- and to their children s 
educators. I feel that we would all benefit greatly 
froth such a concerted effort to form a positive 
coalition between the Federal^ the State ^ and th^ 



local forces • Thank you. , 
COTmissioner MARST^. Thank you v^ry much, 
Mrs. Marks. If any iiidre energy is ^expended frdm the 
gifted parents across this country > we are going tc^ 
have double gifted students. Mr. James Delis le. 

Mr. JAIffiS DeLISUE. fiy. namescis Jim .DeLisle, anc 
I am from the Oni varsity of Connecticut, where I am 
on the faculty of the ^School of Educat^rij and also 

ccSne to you today especially as a counsel9t of gifted 

" ij * - - - - _ 

childre'n .arid their paints'. 

- I think I am in a unique position ^ which 

is to say- that I am the last person on the last panel 

^ The National Commission on Esicellehce in 

Education is- aptiy named, because of the pabel members 
and the participants I have hea^rd today. I hope that 
I can "add Just a little bit. 

' said, I do come to you as a counselor 

today I of giftedNs^hj^ldren. Muah of what I have heard 

. BURT REPDf^TING ABSDCIATEB 



today^ has been on what we. can do to enhance children*^ 

intellectj whit we can do with thern in schcjbl to make 

thetn progress academically, ^nd that is all well^and 

,^gppd. 'But'^^I think that that is only half the jobs 

j^less we look inside the child at the social Ihd 

\'f _____ 
einotional components of giftedness* 

^ , let me refer you then, very brief ly^ to 

four ^reas that I think we heed to concern ourselves 

with . — you can do that — by this Comtnissidn . 

The first one is realizing the nature and 

significance of intellectual differences. It seems 

_' ■__.._ _ " _ _ ■ _ ._ ^ 

that, sometimes, we identify gifted chli||^ens we tell 

the parents who they are , we tel|i the teachei^^^ho 

they are s but we ddri't tell the kids. The kids ^ 

themselves , wonder what giftedness means, '*Why am I 

being taken but of a classroom?' How come I can read 

at six and nobody else can," dijEferent itetn^ tliat we 

__ ___ __ _ *■_' 

dbh't talk about with the children, which eventually 

cap lead to questions ^ issues ^ and then eveiituaiiy 

problems, if we don't take heed. 

l^y research i by the way, oh this comes 

from gifted children, themselves; I am^ right now, 

compiling a book for a New York publisher, two-thirds 

■ - ■ ;■ 

of which is all comments by gifted childteh on being 

I 9U^t REPdRttNG ABSdCiAtCB 



: ".. . J ^ ' 

- ".s*^ -*^. " \ . ^ _ 

bright* So far, I Have over 150S comments, so ;! use 
them as my basic research, 

; The second the social-emotional area-^ is 

sbrriethihg that we have rarely taiked about all day, 
which is curriculum. We have- talked about textbooks 
and how the children aiready know what is in the 
textbooks before they are taught, and I am reniindexi of 
a quote by Woody Allen wl\o, when discussing jever3rda.y^ 
bccurtenees, saird^ '^inel^ per cent of life is jus^ 
showing up. * 

Weill with kids , who, in school j know the 
curriculum, know^hat is going on, i think that 80 per 
cent of their life, or 60 per cent > or some too-high 
percentage is just showing up. ' \ 

The curriculum, to me, ia the most 
important, available, yet untapped influence on 
social and embttohal development of "bright kids . If 
\?e deal with that ^ we are^ not going to have a lot of 
the other issues ^f boredom and underachievement. and 
tons of other things which seem to hurt bright kids. 

In addition to that andi^s/'an opposite 
cb^elary, if you will ,• we ^fiave: to leave rbom'fbr the 
childiren whb^ despite their abilitifes ^ actlvel^ decide 
"No, I do not want enrichment at tijis point in time.* 
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O'i^s of the children^ actually^ a young' - 
ihan^ who was in a gifted program and didn't want to 
basj, said. this. He said^^ *The bnly^ thing worse than 
being denied importunities is being forced to take 
them. - \»e have to listen to the children^ if they 
are sayxng *no^ not right how ^ thank yoUi " : 

The third issue is th*t of peers an^ the 
whole; concept of peers and peerness. as /Sdtflts^ we 
have different sets of peers^ sbciatiy^ intellectuaily 
v^aiatever; chronologically, also. Gifted children 
have the san^; Hwrever, soinetijiies/ they don't kh^^ 
. that it is okay to b^ in first grade and, to waiat to r 
be with fourth graders because they can read as they 
do. l*iey don't knc^ that that is okay and maybe thejr 
start feeling "Shere is something wrong with me 
l^scause^ if there wasn't something wron^, i wouldn't 
have these desires.** * 

We have to Idok at the concepts of peer'-* 
ne^s and age mates^ and we haves to discuss these 
with children, to let them know that it is okay to 
have both. 4" ' 

And isstly is the area of career 
cbiihseling^ ind I will tell you a story about this 
from my cmxi life. 
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I was brought up in Lawrence ,* Mass . , 
about 20 miles f rowit here ^ which Rand HcNally ^irated 
as the worst cjLty in^ the country in which to be 
-raised. I ISave spcne question about that. But 1 went 
to a very good private high school in Lawrence. I 
was a straight A student, editor of the yearbook, the 
top 10 per cent of the class, and, in my four years 
there, never once saw a guidance cduhseldr. It was 
assumed that* i knew ^ what I wanted to be , because I was 

a straight A student. It was assumed that I knew 

• '__ __ __ ____ _■_ _ ■__ ■_ '■ 

where I wanted to go in life. The guidance counselor 

^was for students who were- getting e's and D's and, 

thereiore, I never saw a guidance . counse lor ^ which 

meant, when 1 had to cbthe around to choosing colleges, 

i took but Boron's Catalogue arid picked a letter of 

the alphabet, H, and I applied to three schools . 

this one. Harvard Hillsdale i/h Michigan and Hendricks 

Harvard ^aid No^ the other two said Yes ^ and I picked 

Michigan because I liked the shape of the state^nd 

t ■ . .. 

they sold carSi 

That is not career guidance for^the 
gifted. We hav^ to think of career guidance in tetSs 
of bright children as well as those who are riot so 
bright. 
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I 'gue.SE that is all I wan-ted to; say^ 
Those ^re four distinct issues, and r Boh ' t ■ exact ly 
know wh^t you are going .to do. with them. But t^h^.t ever 

ybu do, whatever 3u.ppbrt\: you are going .to give . us in : 

■ - - _ _ _■ _ __ _ • _ . _ J _ _ _ _ _ ._ 

this field, financially pt; otherwise , please consider 

that there is more to -a gifted child than giist the 

ihteljecti I have i5S9 kids who will, agree with ypu. 

Thank ypu. ' 

Cbrnmissioner ifeRSTON; .;Thar?k you very much. 

Is theire anyone else who desires tp say sbchething? 

(No response.) ■ , 

eotiSxssioner MAF^TON if hot, oh behalf -of 

the C ommi s s i on , we tha n k y du , Mr v .^-^a 1 lac e , my s e If ^ 

Peter Gerber, who is sitting beside ine now, for your 

patience, your deliberations, your kindnesses, and 

your outstanding thoughts. 

When we first met as "a National Commissicrr 

Dir. Stephen pailj. from distinguished college 

catne to see us and talked to us abbu^t values. And 

one oi the 'things that h^ said was ^ "Boards who ^\ 

underiitahd issues dispense With them, arid those things 

that boards, do not understand they discuses among 

themse Ives i " * ; * 

i thinks today, we have .discussied among . 

BORT RCPDRTINP ABBOCIATcia ' 
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ours'elveiB''> hopef ^ for a clearer understanding for 

the Arnerican public on what risaiiy is needed for. the 
gifted child. - ■ 

Our records will stay open until the 15th 
o£ November. We urge you,^if you would like ^ to send 
us ybur thoughts ^ your ideas, any additional infbrma- 

tion or exemplary programs which you would likis to- 

~ ~ ~ , . • . ' 
hSve included. >^ 

0 " Thank you very- much for coming today. 

(The hearing was thereupon adjourned at 5:00 

■ . ■ ■■ ^ , - 

d 'clock p-f"-) i 

' . ■ ■ i ■ ■ ./ . ■ ■ . 

r .- ■ ■ - - , . ■ . . . . * " " 

'4 s ' 
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t^stimbhv frbm the Public ah6\p:-.3^i^m mes..of Excell@ -Bg^ 



* ' in Educati o rv 

Group II 



Gomnissidner ^OLTON . Ladies and geptietnen, we 
Have a large number of pptfential testifiers arid a 
short amount of time. Theref ore ^ let me rnarke a 
proposal to ydu. ^e are rbughly spiittihg it into 
f our-minute segments , and these should be very succincjt 

statements. Let trie ask you to start with' your last * 

\ ■ . - _. ■ . , _ 

paragraph and then go back, if you have time, to the 

introductory material, by which I iriearii if 

just a few moments of Mr. Reagan's tiioe , so to speak, 

what is it that you really want to tell him/ arid then, 

afterwards, tell tne all the rest^ if there is time 

left over. 

; • Fbr^^^e me for beirig ftSrik^ but I 

think that wbuljd hk a usiful way to do it. 

Now J the, first one to speak, 1 beBbeve, 
is Na omi yZytne tnan i 1 believe that we are wired up 
in sbmej^&pner. ' 

Ms. NAOM^ ZYMEmAN. it is going to be difficult 
to starfi(Jeaaxng my last paragraph because all it says 
is that I am a student. ; 

BURT Reporting Assocp^TEs 



. . Gbmihissibher HDtTQR. Qh, well, was 
suggjestiSVi i and you don't^have to absolutely fbllx?w 
it. ' * 

. t 

<^ - - - - ^- 

Ms. ZYMEIMAN. I am an eleventh grade student 

attending a small school in Maryland called the 

Pay _ _ 

Charles E. Smith Jewish/Sehbbl bf Greater Wal^iingt on. 
,1 have been involved in two suttrmer pr»bgrams ^pbrisbred 
by the Maryland Genter for the Gifted and'Talented 
antf have been labeljed as a gifted student, and I wbulc 
like to make a presentation from that, point^zrf^view, 

^ I have interviewed several bth^r gifted 
Students^ frtp my schooU^ two pf whcKri I should mehtibn 

and i quote 'in my brief essay here attenc^d the 

-__ _ ^ - - - . 

Hbpfcins program. ^ In doing sb, I have found that many. 

' <i ■ ' . _ - 

of^^feir experiences" mirr or my own ^ and bur views^ 

of, programs _f or th^' gifted are s kingly, similar • 

^ ^ We all db bpr best wb^fc and a^e happiest, 

when w^are together in accelerated classes. We 

- - ' ^ _ _: : ^ _ _ '_ _ J 

applaud tbe fxistence of special gifted groups, with 

one voice . 

One reason for our enthusiasm is that 

. remaining ^in a ;^nornial classroom situation can be 

^ unc^f dfftable . ' ' ^ 



Many b£ ^he students that I have interviewed" 
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felt that they were being held back in their . c lasses . 
I3ne student said that his boredom resulted in his 
flunking. Another said that, once he becarrie serious 




about^ his studies^ he found his clashes were tnovin 
%bb slowly and became annoyed and iihpatieht.' He 
l^egah making things difficult f or his teachers ^ , his 



i 

classmates, and himself. 

This kind of tehsibh ±h the cl^sroom 
seems, to be typical. I have felt it both' in teachers 



c llSsrc 



who have avoided me in order to give other people a 

-- ■ - / _ ' 

chance as well as students who resented my doing well 

_t _ •■ _ ■ . , ' ■ 

in class . ^ . .-^ : 

' - ■ \ _ _ - ^3'^ 

One student told me that he made some of 
his teachers Uneasy. He said. "Teachers shouldn't be 
worried?^ They have to be ma^e aware that their 
students are not a threat to them." ^ 
- * * ^ Commenting on the tensron between^peers ^ 
one student said that there, is always an unspoken 



qohtest to see who cari< outdo his accomplishments . - 

•4 

There is always a feeling that one student is better 



than another. He said that some sftiidents are bound 
to^feel an animosity. ' \ ^ 

' This painful reality is one reason why 
speeiMl groups^e^h be fielp£ul> 
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l^ere 'ate' alternatives to sp'ecialv^r oups ^ 
but 'niy friendi and i feel that they are not a^s^ene- 




f iciali' • . * ^ 

Efirichxnent is one. Me have all been 
exposed to it; yet , none of us %as benefitted from , it. 

if the gifted student is * as one boy 8aid\ 
one .who learns more faster , then/emrichment , which 
doe^^hbthihg to increase the pace of the c burs^ ^wiil 
not be of "any help, ' f . . 

, Another problem is that ehrichmeht is' 
'time-cqhsuTnihg; it does not free the student from the 

ndttnal classroom. Given'the option of investing 

■ _. _ _ _ J ^ - ^ ' - - 

additional time ia studying superfluous material as 

bpposeSs^b relaxing i|i an easy course * I can assure 

you^that tnost people would rather not exert the extra 



effort. 



^Independent study does not pose this 



particular problem, butiit, too, has its drawbacks,^ 
While' it eoableg a student "to mov^ at his own pace, 
the s t is dent is alone. But even if this i^ not a 
problem, finding a teacfet to wbrk^with the student 
is* As bn^ student said^ •'There is no.substitu^ for 
a teacher. ^ 

Special ^groups .for gifted sl!udents enables 
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students and-^jt^^i^ to interact . This is : on^ o£ 

the mdSi: itnportanC^'aspects . The atmosphere ^ih spec<i|ai 



^ i** ' - ' ' - ' - - - - - ■ 

•programs for gifted students is vibrargc. 



1.-. 




As orte student said, *'0nce yoa have y.' 
the gffted child and give him. ^ the right 



materials and teac^ him nitw stuff, then he will 



bee oSie \ tootivate'd . 



There^is hbthihg better than l^ei^ in an 
envtrbnment ^^ere'^the students can help each- other as 
w^ll as ccsnpete^ith one another. 

Wher/l went t(5 the Maryland tenter for the 

Arts to stuciy drat^irig and padnting, I was delighted . 

^ ^ ^ - — ' ^ _ . _ ■ 

to find that there were other people like me. We all 

excelled in the same areas and \^e re therefore , able 

to share sitniiar probXems^, in that progr^^s^ as well- 



as in the academically oriented internships in 
government; program that I attended this past summer, 
interning in the Department o£ E^ucattbn^ incidentally 
each student worked bri the same level and received 
the same amount 6f atJtention. there w^re no unspoken 
contests. There was only bpen^ iipvigorating ccxnpeti- 
tibh* > 

One student remarked, "1 was wasting a 

♦ _ _ . _ ■ J _ _ ' ~~ 

lot of my time. 1 had. hever^ been in :an atmosphere 
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-like that. The cdttipetitiori ttiotivawp^^e : 



1 don't meair to say that' thiV kind of v-'^ 
atmosphere, as refreshing ^s it is^ is ehoug>h c«I -a/ 
reason, to retnove students from^ali nornmt c lasses .^ v 
Still, motivation is the fegy to suofcessful le^rhij|f* 



need.expbsurve to 




sprie . lioy ^Sl<i'j ■ a .Lf»rogh . thi.n 

ii^:;icinds -of *ople, 'wbeh -ybu need 
tp learn-^ /iS ; beEYe to .be. in 1 .challengi^fix^ttmp- 
sphfexei^' 

It seetns that raost_5e<^le enjoy, as I. 
have, pa;?C'tc±pating -ip ^a p for the giffied and- 




talented. 



Removal from 



fami liar.isituatibri iS: 




never ea^, but if there arejj/staclfes in a normal 
learning atmosphere ,^^^ecial 'attention becomes 

necessary i ^ 

When faced with this kind of situation, 
I have come tb^the conclusion^ that special groups are 

the most bep^ficial to learning. 

* . ■ - • . ^ 

I hope that I have made a contribution 

todays ' \ ^ 

Gwninissiohe/t HOLTpN. May I ask you to tell 
me in one sentenore , Is one of the S|ce things about 
being in a special gitted group that we hope to have 
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a chance to have a pteer group that we 'fe^*!^^ about 
after. clas_s, who work tbgethe^^- and so forth? y v ^ . , ' 
i: Miss ZYME-IMAN. For suf e • If you are^ speaking 



to a non-respbnsive ^eer, it is not going to make, it. 



Coinmissioner HOLTON, Ma^?^ 'we turn to Sherry 



Eetrle, for the secomi. 

Hs i Sm mi EARLE . My haip is^ She r ry 

• ■ . - ^' . • - . if , ' ■ » 

and -I am president of' the Cprinecticut AssocMtion for 

th^^Giftedi it is pr^atlly an, edpcational advocacy 

and suppo?^ of teachers and y 

parents, tjf" our ^gro^^^'^^ - '^^ ' 

backgrqy^d ±s' Wbrkihg'with a "local 



%i9 



advocacy grojjp ^tiidh functioned largely as a support 
group, and ^hafc i^*TO^ spec t that 1 wilt be^isppaking 

- - • /_ I ■ • ■ . ■ ■ 

from right now. i ■ 

1 ■ 

^' - « ' . ^ ^ . _-j 

y I ao live in Connecticut and we do have 

marvelous programs in ebhhectieut , but I would life 

to remind the Canmissioners that that is not vfer^ . 

- - . • ■ ' ■ . \ : . • ' 

_-\>^ __ • _ ^ ■ i 

helpful if, in your towp, for your child s age and 
interest, ther^uis no program. There ii the woriderffll 
science program iry Avpn, but, when you live in 

V 

Dan5$3ryy xt isn't hej^^ul. 

I ^^aiB p^^fci^^l^^ly concerned that there 
■ ■ . - : . . • 

ate only pockets of excellence, that it is hot a 
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ccwtipre^ierisive or systematic approach. Even .in schbo 
systems wh,ere very exceil^nt programs exists it is 
: quite often a^ particular "^individual, the superihten- 
deat or a strojig Board member rather'^thah ah 

institutional corrani^^ntj and this is something that 

— ^ _ _ _ 

I am very cohcerlied with and many parents are. 

We are also very cor(^rned about the \ 
quality of the teachers t:hat work with oq^r students, 

- ■ V ■ - ^ ■ ^ - - - ' 

and many of the other things that have been brought 

• Tup today. ..^ . . ^ 

^ : . - ' . "I - : . 

. - f I <?o want to take a moment- to talk about 

_ '_ _ _ _ j_ _ *. 

altitudes; I think that is the cruciaJL issue. And I 

think fchat ch^nging't fie que sti on"is imp ortant i 

t, ' ' ■ . ^ - ■ - . • ' 

i ddhit t]^^ it is, 'Vhy don't we value 
^^ted education and put it where it belongs?" I 
think it is asking, why do we .value athletics? What 

is<it that lets us knot* we Vfilue athletics? - How do 

_*.-•»" ^ - * ■ . 

iw^Nfcnow th^ds important to us as a culture? And I- 
^^^^JtS^^k, from that i we* can draw a cbrrelary^ " , 

by the numbers of people who participate in it, the 



amount of money which is expended on it, and^ the time 
allocated .to iyt. These simple steps can be applied t 

' \ ii ' ■ -' 

the, gifted. Instead of buying 22 helmets: for a 
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football teaihi we could buy ;22 iriicr b-e bmputers . We 
choose not to; we. choose to btiy football he Imets . 

feoh't ihisahderstand -Se i am pro sports ; 
i -am not anti-sports. We do have the resources; We 
do not have the wiliingnes3. *' 

I would say that, strongly and colloquially 
put i we need to put (iur tnon^y ^here our mouth is,. If 

we say it is injpb^tant, we have to support it V7ith out 

- * ' t»> ■ . ' ' ^ . ' 

finances . * ^ ' • . 

' ' ' ' I ' ' V ^ " ' ■ " ' ■ ■ ■ ^ 

\ ^ . . ' Anpi if^hink this niust take the leacKJrom 

^ ^'the Federal level^;;^nd then trickle down, right down . 

t ^o^he"^ Pro's and -th^^ on the local ^level. 

t :1 wptild Etke to see a*very authoritativ!? . 

"source put the \^brd^^^tt^it^^ too , that the gifpecj 

are itnportant^^'^'S^^ we will have Presidential- ' . 

awards that gblQu;£^ to many kids, not |ust to Mexit 

Scholars and tho^ t:ypes of things that are largely 

unattainable; pat'ch?s.r(even -- those kinds of things 

that say, "We think .this ^Ls important to our culture.' 

> : . Thank^^t^ . ' v 

eonSissiipl^ HeiiTON. Thank you. May I ask 

Grey Austin do^:^eak? ^Hr. Austit^. 

, ,Mr. C. GT?EY AUS.TIN. My concern^ is* with the 

articulation of secondary school and college programs 
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for the gifted. 1 laxi) University ■'RDh-r.'rs DirecfDr at 
the Ohio State University and President of the 
National 'GDllegiate Honors Sbuhcf^'^ whith represents 
honors programs iri^ colleges arid universities in all 
5arts of the United States 

1 offer two major pbihts^or your con- 
' sideratioti. Firsts educatiorial dppdrturii'ties that 
nieet the ^needs of gifted and taieated young people 
are provided at the cbl^lege level, as at the' 
elementary and sec ondary leve Is j priinarily through 
5peqial prbgraTn^ih a wide> variety of ihstxtutibps , 
rather^ than thrcw^&-^;lective admissidri to. a ^small 
number of prestigious colleges. Economic constraints 
have ndrroWed the bptibris of university choice for 
gifted studentaj while honors programs have broadened 
the educatibnal bptibns fbr those studen^ in 52 per 
cerit, .of America's c-tilleges arid universities . This 

pm.nt is exempliiied by the college choice of 1981 

^ *• ■ 

National Merit Scholars. Of the tbtal bf 4j939 
scholars ^ 13 per cerit ^tterided Harvard^ Yale^ Prince- 
ton ox Stanford, while another 13 per cent attended 
Texas' A & H, the University of Texas, Georgia Tech, 
.Michigari S^t^te ^ the Uhiversity of Florida^ or Ohio 
Stgrte;* - . ' ' * ' " 

Burt REPORtiNB.ABdbciAtES 
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^ ' Over all, thigy selected more' tjHari 400 

institutions > ab*out 60 per cent private and 30 per 
cent public, and rnany ttiat ^bhe would not recognize as 
prestigious. 

We suggest, therefore, that public 

_ - ■' . \ _ _ \_ _ _ 

eneouragetpent oi special dppbrtunities for the gifted 

■ . ^ / • ''^^ ■ ' ' - 1 .» ■ 

and talented 'should extend kindergarten through ^ 
dollege, rather than K through 12 ^ 

Our sec ohd point is^h extehsibh of the 

firs^. The process hy which outstanding students 

* ■ - ■ - ■ 

soit themselves intvb a variety atf institutibhs of 
/V^ higher education should not be left to chance. We 

offer three prbpbsals for irnprbvihg that process and 
thereby enhahcirig the proepect that gifted students 
. ' will make apjiropi^iate college choices: 

of a national 

' ' ^ ^' ''^iV'^:^^^^ ^ . ■ ._ 

i :v directJDry of cdX-l^^ge 'pi^:p^^ tb be 

ma^e availsihle' to isecondary school guidance counselors 

as well as ^students and their parents^ 

(2) Financial assistance tb^eriable ami 

/ encourage p^e^coliege students of high i^b%lxtf tb' 

engage in cbllege level study through ebncurfeht . 

entiollinent programs, special institutes an^ worfeshopg'^ 

and other acceleration and enTichmeht options; and . 
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' (3) A series of regidnal institutes bh 

educati.on of the gifted to explore possibilities for 
exchange among educators ^nd students at all levels, 
with special emphasis on cooperation between secbridar;r 
and post-sec bndaty levels. 

These p^dpdsaSare ihtehded to capitalize 

_ ^ ': ' 

On teachers already in our national educational 
system. They 3eek to increase eonSuniQatipn betw^^ 
constituencies and between levels of educatidh, and 
thus to provide gifted students at all levels with 
chaliehgihgi stimulating, and supportive learning 
environments. ^ 

■ ■.. ..; - . : 0* • : 

The National ebl'legiate Honors Council. 

_____ _ _ _ _ ■ _ ; ■ ■ _■ .J _ _ ■ ■-. • 

would like to participate activeilSv in the irhplemehta- 
tibn of £hese_pr6p6sais / w^ in \ 

our writteh testimbhy. Thahfc you. . 

Commissioner HOLTON. Cduld I just ask you,: 
very quickly, this director^^ college programs for ^ 
the gifted^ cduld there be a national directo^ of 
all kinds of programs for the lifted, of which cbllege 
^hd university prbgraSjs wpuld be a part? 

Mr; AUSTIN. Oh, certainly. ^■ 
Cotranlssioner HOLTON.- I assume ^ then^ "since | 
your program is from kindergarten through college, 

• , Burt REP'DRtiNG AssbciAtfes ' '■ • " • ■■ . i 
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_ _ _ _ ■ _ _ _ _ _ J' 1 _■ . .' ^ v . ^ 

that you directory should be analogous to that; 

' Mr. AUSTIN; Yes. 

Commissi one i> HOLTON. That certainly would be 
a great service • ' 

Mr. AUSTIN. l' think it might even be a . 
commercial venture. v " 

^ ^onSissibner HOtTON. You should all be 
reminded that your testimdrly should be: ^i tpda^^^ 
in writing submitted to us or, during the Sext month;, 
sent in to the Natibhal-Sotmhissibh bh Excellence in 
Edycatlbn in Washington. The record will be kept 6pen 
SO pleaseT; feel . that both your present and perhaps 
your furthisir si^ppbttive testimbhy is very welcome. 
^ ^ • May i turn now to S&lly Reis. 

• Ms. SAfctY REiS. Good afterhpisn." 1 aca 
currently the cbprdinatdr, of a prpgratn fbx gifted an<i 
talented: .students in the northwestern part of the 
Siet^'^^i- Sbhriecticut . Th^ ctty iiv which I live arid 
work is a small i blue-collar factory city and^ fo.r 
the last six years , it has had a major ccxnmittneht to 
the educatibn of the gifted arid talented. 

* I atn here to represent the Council for 

Exceptibnai Children the Talented and Gifted Division:, 
arid I had pjrepared^ remarks asking niainly for m&re 
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Federal funds and asking fbi so many people tp ■ 

; ., . ., _. ' ' . ' I 

continue the kind$ of things that have' happened in. ^ i 

the past . ; ' V ' . I 

Hbweyer," I think^ in lieu the conver-^ 



sation that has happened already today', it might be 

more aproprbs for me to speak today about how our 

program works.. I think that everyone in the room 

recognizes that funds are needed and that we heed to 

— ' *' *' . " ' 

carry ba sbme of the support that has happened in the 

past^ i ' 

' About six years egq;, I got involved at 

_ . , 4 - - - ' - - ' - - _ , 'f' __ - _ _ - . _ 

the Uiii vers ity :o£ -Cbhhecticut with Joe RenzSulli , msinljy 
because I believed in hfs philosophy of a broadeil^d 

•■ ■ " ■ - . • ■ ' ^ - - - ■ 

c'onc€ptipS of giftedness.;, Before my involvement 
jgif ted educatibn in tfey city*:^. don ' t think bur 
^tipiritite^n^^ or many bf the teachers in Torrington 
believed that we had any gifted children in our city; 



I think ^heir conception of gif tedness . was a ;ve'ry , 

high p 

.very/IQ conceptibh. 

In the past seven years, we have established. 
a ^^:pgfain for academically, and artistically" talented 
i^lj^t^f^^d^^Btudents that begiha in Grade Kindergarten 
Wpr^s aii the way through the high school. 
, '^^l' -We :iae^£l:fy about the top 15 per cent of 
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our chiidren as being above average and^ in those 

• ^ ' ^kids'j we try . to; inspire and, in many ways, makerfthe 

' task c omrnitmgrit^ and creativity that will help their 
> gifts to erfierge in certain areas.' * 
- . / ' 1 couid stand here or sit here today- and 

• "'k ^' 'give .ybu^ examples of the remarkable^ r, 

[ 'y '^'^'pto^ of; our children* liist^ y 

A- I/tit $w^^ a book bri. t^e"^ life^pfi^JTchaikovsky , of 40 pages;, 

♦ r > tfe had li'-t^^Bd VBX^ it. Without^the oppor- 
. y tupitie^ pre^^OTei/ip a . p^ like' thisV that' would 

nbt have ■ happened^. tJ 
^ ^i;' Abbtit four ye^rs ago, bur v!Bba.rd ^ of 

'^Educatibri gbt interested in expanding - bur program^ 
and they called some of the kids in that 'have 
participated in tlie program. One of tlfem was a young 
girl named Heather "Jones;, who had buiLt and coristructe 
^ a rbfibt. - This, again", is a program b^sed on Renzulli' 
Enrichment Triad Model which I jfeel is the most 



effective way for our city, at least, andjngny others 

' - -- ^ . 

in Gonneetieut ,' to hahdl^iua CiDmprehensi\7e pfbgram, 

____ _ ^ _ __ 

l^fecause it answers many bf ^e questions of accelera- 



tion and enrichment that can reconcile some- of the 

remarks made by bur first panelist Jierte . \- 



.* tfl TV • . 
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^ ' This girl' was asked about" the-;,rDbDt sn.e : 
h^d bui^, was ^sked by, a^^oard ^^^cati rhember . 
whether ;^e would, have done 'this work withput the 



gifted program^ a^d.I think her response is «b 
indicative of ^what needs to' be said today. ,She>saict 

•No, I woj^]^d^\t\^^^ 

* ' ' __ _ _ . _ - _^ 

And^ wl^n asked, 'Vhy hot," by the Bbard- 

member , sh^%aid'^ q^iite simpl^.^ "Becci use nobody 



ever asked' me to 'bef-bre v^'.V She was in s^ xth *gracie> 

I tMnk what Aeed to-dV^ hot ju^t^iji 
ebhnectic.ut , bu£ hatibhai-ly, is- to.jEak^ a, ibbk^t tRe 
c btnprehehsive systems th^'t tell pe ople firs^t , thisr '"^ 
is our definition; secondly j this is . how we idfent;ify;. 

and, thirdly , this' is^;Jraw program.^ I don 't 'think' 

_ *^ __ - - - * ^ _ . __ _ _ . . _ 

Dr. Renzulli nor fliyself ^ vbe^us^ he\ha&^^rked verjrf 

very closely with'^bur districjt f can *s4^ that bur^ is 

tha'brily program m^dei thaty^ t'fe ajfsf^er, 5ut\l 



tRink it is one o£ *thSe, only oompre'hensiv^ approi^es 
I think i& is bhe of fch^ only jbpes a'roBip^ittHat S^^ys , 
this is our, def ihitidh"^/^fhis is burt ,Sde^itif i'c.a'ti&n , 
and this is, what happensi* . T ^ i ^ - 

If) bur disctict, e Isassr boH^%:eac)Sers are/ 
involved by means /of ctirriculuTTi cornpact;ihg so that 



kids can leave their classrooms for up to three and 
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fdU^r hours" a ^eek' 1 0 work on a chosen area of their 
interest.' Many of the hours that we spend .art- 
.simply letting kids kricjw' what i_^ available\to them 

in terms o£ different a^eas that tRey may watit tb. 

^ '_ ' ._ — - > 1-*^ -' _ - -J 

-research ^n^ tftat ''^his part of bur enrichment; pxbgram 

is equally, as_ important as is csir. ae^ce lerati on " ^ 



jSrb^am within the curriculum- thjat tfiey go thr 
' _ _ / So^really. inriust'a few minutes > that 

' ' ■ _- ' ' . ' * ■ _ _. _ _ _ _j , 

is what. I wajnted to stress . ;\ TS?V years ago ^ 

^1 _• • L _ _ - - ^ - ' \ _'- - : . -■ 

» -a massive, prpblem-in bur c±ty,^,vith a huge bucket " 

.cut, and this is a city' where gSucation has not, i 

... " * . - - . 

w^ld say^ been highly jxalv^^*^ pfif- past. And, 

ecause of maVw^eV fundi hg^^ts bu:^)giJf ted' program , 
a. large part cif 



f'it^ 9(^'^per -c'^nt of- " ' * 



■in the 'two months' tfiatt-foJ'io^ed,;:tiie cii^ti of ourl|'; 



cotSnunity organized a pJsotese action -thi;tf resulted 

' ■ ■ ,. ■ ■ ■ . ■ ' - - ' ■ . 

^'^radei^n'd a match on eity "Hall and," because 

J- '■ '. . - ^ ^; i * 

that , "trhe^_ program was reinstated. ',^^r^ -x. 

And t-wokild 'just like||^iell you bn^ oi) 
the re.^sons whj^ i^^wa.^ reinstated^. Tljey decided tfr^ 
maice. phys ed at our 



school f3p|idhali to keep the 
gi^fted program. .And I think, in^a blue -collar . fact ory 
\ town, that"speaksi for the prbgiram's effectiveness. • ^ 

" ,_ ^ ■ " ■ . 

Thank you very much. J;' , » -^^ . V 
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. eoinr^issioner (iy-IPBELL. I was Roing ' to .as k yt>u -y 

■ , - - - - - ■ - - >i _'_ ^ I 

in your identification J do you also ^fiave continuous : ; 

■ . ' • ' '. - - . * i 

progre'§s in this complementary program? 

" ___ __ - ' _" ' ... 

MsivREIS. Yes. The kids are screened each 

year and teacher hominatiohs are cohi^dereS and, at 

the saipe time^ achievement' tests are gi\7j£i5,^ so it -is 

a .coniinuous , on -going thing. 

Commifesioher HOLTON. Yburcbmment about feb^ 



tnaSr^ch on .City Hall evokes rather reiiiark^^^^^ii^ju s 
in my mind. . 

Hs . REIS^ We. hav^ pictures &f[^sev^ral of tbem; 
I will send you s'ome . -^^ 
V Gottrnissibner HOLTON. Let me ask', your fraction 



13::1 



i/: i 




V ' /^^^ cent. That may mean that yoit are^. ,• 

^ f 'dilating 'th^ lor the top tx^b, three, four or 



five' pjet cerit/^ but you are dropping your political 



Ke march's 



ould be shorter, as it 



J^aise 

J- 

^ere 
/ 

first of all, *^our definition of "gifted" is a 



■U Hs.'R^S. many of th| people 



ombinatibn "Bf"^high level^ , ability . Ib^ia nbt 
just :^he t c>jj, 

|rt5^ 1 

something I didn t haveV 
c *% 



' x5l^v»o per cent . But I also think. 



some 



J to Say, btit^I think 

^ • ^ ■ _ ^ ;g ■ i^^V 1' • 1 - - - - J ? 
tfeing tha^ ytfa/^Mght . tb acjl^^ s^drae thing like V 



URT*(|R^EPDRTI^G, 




fhf^ T-g^^'c^-Nbrig i s me'^^nitJde 1 like that y as Joe i 

-^3^ ■ - • -Ja'- _•_ , 

itientibned this morning , part of that program i^olves I 
the ekpe-r^ences with other children whb. are. Encourage c, 

v.: ■* ' ' . ' ' . ■■ 

to participate . . r . . , - 

t Sp:J 'beeause of the ^etnetgsqce of ou^ gifted 
program, we h^tve been able tq^prbvide sbtrie service to 
all kids. We have enrichment teams in every 

building that s^tvicetall children. So; a lot o:&^^the 

* .. ■ . \ 

people that marched in that pa^rati^^-^efe not even 

. ' ■ _^ ■ _ 

parents of kids in that top 15 per cent, and i: think 

that is very important* 

:■• ... .... 

Cchdmissioner HOLTON. I thirtk tliaf -^you -h^^ng 

--- ^ — --^^ --^-v^^-*-^- 1 i^ ---^ 

yp a very xnteresting pplxtDc£al ffspeet. » V • :^ 



e,. ^ ^ ' - 

Ms. BETTY GILSdN. .^I am d^eacher irv the 



Betty Gilson,. please,. ^ r. 



Brockton Public Schools , -where we have had. a; gif ted 

. • . • ' ■ i . ' ' ■ ■ \ ■' < 

^ ■. _. _ _ :_ _' V' - ■_ 

program bhg'bihg since 1940*4^ I have b£eh involved in 
the program; this is my 17th year.'^^?* 

As ^ teacher in the^^gifted program, I - 
^"feel very strongly, as did our firl^ speaker , that 
^^^^need these prpgrams fbr'^the gifted youngsters. 
^^^^wever, I would ♦lik^ to address myseif to something ' 
,!\(l^if.e,rent from wha-^^^yone has said so ^r^h this 



V 



I am very cbheiBrried with idehtificatiba j 
and motivation of .those children^ who are not achie ving!.- 



iri my classroom, I have seen -many, many youngsters 
who do achieve and whb^chieve very well, but I feel 
thatj at an elementary school age, you cannot determine 
^ completely wfto is gifted by their achieviements^ Ther?' 
are many gifted hbh-achievers and uhder-achievers ^ 

_ _* _ _ _ _ ' L' J 

and I am concerned about them. I think some of those 
are nift being identified for entry into the' 'program- 

\ — ' . . 

in any\program' of gifted^f^ or-talenied childreri. 

\^ • If ^ we wiere. abl^ t b "id^^ptify them and they 

f _ - ■'l' ' ' ■ - ; '- ^ * - ■ ■ - . 
s proper nurturing env^.r onment ^ then 

Perhaps they would be achievers. There===^re other 

youngsters, albeit a small mihbrity^ whb db come into 



a gifted program and still do not achieve as we wbu 

hope that they da, ^ • . 

' Sb what we hee^' from the Federalv GbvernmerJt 

^ is help in identifying properly all the youngs te 

/' ■ ■ " ■ < * . . . _ - 

vzbald profit by a gifted and talented prbgiSm. .wfe 
a is b heed help in learning hiDw these"^ be ^ ^ 

•^''nvotivated. What learning mibdl^|;it3^Jl^^^^ : . 



in brder^ to bring but the gif t©dia€asrxhatS ttfe^^ 



have and' that vth^y aire not u-sihg?' ^!^e want th^^j^l^ 



jfv^' to realize their potential, not ^(s 



e ones <^whQ c 
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.in. and do what we asfc therp. 

I am concerned about the halo effect tnat ; 

\sb often goes ihtb selecting children for a, gi-fted. or ' 

\ _ _ _ ■ _ ■ _: _■ - - / 

ta^tited progt^m. It was mentioned that children 



could be. selected easily by teachers. As a teacher 
of long-standing, I do hot agree. I do hot think a 
classroom teacher is always a. good predictor of a 
child's ability^t a good persbri(, to select a gifted/ 
or talehtect^chy^ All too" oft*kn^ a teacher wp. 11 
think that a c^id who does everything that is asked 
of him, passes iiv'^ll the papers oh time ^ heat ly done 
is the Chi' lli who 'is gifted and talented. 

. i' have heard classrocmi teachers say tp 

me^ "I wTohder ^hy Mary Jones arVJitnrny Smith, is not 



in that . program ^ : He or she a Iwa^ ail A's^ 

And ^Irai: is ^riqt the"" tfcly gifted or 



» 

\ tMehtp^^chiidf 



. feel very strongly that there is much 

we need to arn about selecting gifted children and 



nurturing them j^operly so t]^^ they, wi be notivated 



Ho do.what they are able to So^i .Therefore, I feel 

' , ^ . ' ... 

that what we ti/buld like frdtn tho^ Fcidgra IV Government 

is some things that have aiready^^eeh requested - of . »' 

you, again anil again, today: Fun as for .res into 

Burt ReportiIsig AssbciATCs ,^ 
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tKe ptdb.]^iX.J -*have raise.d. Then^ when information'^ Vi 
^ is found, it; should be disseminated. People all over ! 

• •■ . ■ • _ _. , ; ^ . • . _ .1 

the cbuntrj sKbuld get ttv'e. results of this irivestiga^ 
tion. And^ When there a''^^ goo4 demonstrations 3nd 

models available, we should ail be made a^are of them 

- - ' - - - ' - ^ ^- / - - 
• and be ablcrib learn from themv Thank yob.' 

..dommissioner HOLtO^ ' Thank you very mucfi. 1 

have l^aberta ;fR:Jlardy on niy; fl.ist. * .. 

Ms. ROBERTA McHARDY. . Ii.tliought; you were' going 

to leave me off. i. am the State Supervisor ,^br 

- '~ - ■ .- , - ■• - 
Sifted Programs in Louisiana. Louisiana s comrnxtment 

f education ^r the gifted and talented^'p recognizee 

thrbughbat the Sbutheast and the nation.*' 6u^/,Stat$' 

^ his led' bthers in the development of t:<2|icher training- 




f brl^grf ted programs , In dgvelopment p'r »grams ' f or 

and perf ormirij 



, 'tttose talented in the \7isu6: 



ig arts i arid 




-J 4 - 



^^^i,ri\the (iSyeldprhent of ccxnputer edufcati^n «i or the 
^' i ^%ifted. ^ "'^^ P\ 'A ' - .... 

Sifted ^tudfeiptfl in .Louisiana receive ^ 

in ti^ie countr]^ are ij)c&ted in ^builsl^na . 
} Decree \^n Gifted Edqcat^ on ig *eq^Jt^d of all teachers 



• -^f ivices f^om pye^-acfrool through .collie' ye^s . - Ti*^ 
' ' ^^of' t^^ 26 graduate scjibol progranlj^ in'glfted-^^ 
V in ti^e country are l^c&ted in ^bui^l^na . ^S^-Ha|£^ 



♦ • -4. 



Vrin ptiblic' ^ebool F^dgrams.^ J. 



Burt REfJpRtit>|B. AssbciAtES 



Our State supports thg^ teatti o^f leaders j 
ree omrnehaed by Jim igallagher by employing a sdpervisOjr 
for the talented^ a , secti on chief ^ whose resporisibi iity 
is to procure sti^pbrt financj.aliy and legislatively,, 



^nd raya^lf • 



We are h relatively" |mall state ^ not 




Texas, or Galifogrnia, but we are making relativerly 

. - . • . _ . ■ ^ _ _ ■ , 

large" stri4^S in feifted education. As a matter ^ffe 

fact , muchVi^f I have heard today in' the way of 

^eccxntnehda^ibhs or ideals f cSi? gifted ed^^ti'^^bpl^^is 

has been in place in Louisiana for five 'yearSjanda.\ 

possibly some of our experiences would gir^ ybu 

ihf brmatibh abbut how these, recc^ehdatidhs/do pan 



out. 



^ Gurrehtly, 14 gifted and talg^hfeed ' 
Students in Louisiana \a:^Qeive services ;f roiii aQO ^ 



teachers in 69 otit =bf 66 b£ bur civil parish school^ 
systems, th^se services are firiShcg'd by a $1:,S6S.Q 
grant, which includ^ $100 per giltea'-^'tiii^ tc^^Ef s.^. 
S5«)p6r cetit b£ , thij; $1,S miliiop is^sp^t'on direct : , 

services to children in . tetms of mteria^ , iupplie^^^^^^ 

'^l'L_ M _^ _ 

and fequipmeift.^" The retraining 15 per cent goes tpx\ 

.. .-• .>."■ /' • - ' ■ '■ -: : ^, 



"I^hajri $13 milMon is spent on the salarie^-^oT" ttfe'dchers 



>4 



iri-'service training to teachers." la additiph, \aox$}' 




-24 



■mi 



'9' 
10" 

t 



1/ 




and $2 mi Hi on* on trans par tfitiq 

.. . 

All toid^ w^f^pe.Fit ; c lose to ;$17- ttiillloe iil>^Q. 
for gifte'^ana talented chilfiren. 
J w^: have a '^tatQ^. lav , -artd have had for five 

' : ' «^ . n :7^- - - - _ - __ J 1 

year;^ , ^tpfidating gifted edUc^td-on .to all identified. 



•7 



^ ^iif te'tfe children from the ages of 3 to 21.. ' 
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'rhi'S siat-e l^w^a'rid its subsequent regulations, parallejl 
F^derai legislation 'irr P.iL. _9i'4^ , and guarantee , ; ■ 



sers^ices td-'fchf gifted which are ccxnparablet to those. 
' ffe^jEhe'^hahdickjjped. It is this powerful and historic 
$tat^> ^Legislation which is largely responsible for • 



the legdersht|?vtou!Kiana' has assumed in 



eduction . 



^ ^ tfrWe have a parent^rgahization which was/ 

chaptered ten years ^go, which includes 34 chapters 
^ntil a rnembership of - ijver 10,000, and has , f^r: the p^s^ 
rs, haglted ah annual cbnvehtibh for- parents ^ 



f9 



^ \ seven ^ * 



^^te^ach^rs , and children ^ whic^ti" draws 1200 participants 



* . I have -slashed a lot of this; I am just 
^^gothg to jump. . \ \ 

' For academic achievers ^ specialized high 
sclioots suchlas Benjamin Franklin High School in New 
Ori^ahSii provide intense acce leraCed curricula. This 
V High Sdhool enjoys the distinction^ of being se2:bria^ f) 



• Burt Repdrtinc assdc;iates 
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- - ■ ■ ^ ■ ' ■^■■v;- "... ..'^ 

..-.V--- - J- - 1 f .^-f -J:-J(-^ ^^L.^ 

only to the Bronx High School of Science' in jserc'entage • 

' : ■' - . ■■■ • V-V , •■- • 

- ----- - • ■ -">.■■...■ r :. ■ ■ : 

C3^ National Merit SchCilars it produa.#3;'- J'- ^ i 

^ ^ The Governor's progratri.hais "been dn effect 

since 1959. It is a summer .prSgr^ .for giStpd and \ 



ta le tit e d , one ^of the o lde| 



We have 



the cfourjtry. 



er edacation in every , 



gifted program in lihe S^ate, ^icaus'e Lbuisiaha 
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considet's c:cinput$r^l^ subject ^ a 

basic sid'li* needeji^jby . ^ 



V^if ted\chi3^^ ^ocal 



universities^ at -any age / yityti expenses vboriie by thex 



,r^^ Stat^ , If thii^ need is istated on tfiei^r' £P?s • ' 

For ta^ehteg |)3^pgram^ the New Orleans 
^ Center f or the Great 
has be^ iio effect fpr eight 55.ea»s • This hal£-da^ 
\r high schcjc^ prc>gr.am admits :;B6udent^ tyiauditioh and^^ 
graduates several §uccessfule p&xforiai1S^ an practicing 
artists • 



X 



Me have an Internatx\onal Scttteol for 



Ho 



.Foreign Languages which emphasized" internatSrqnfel^^o^^ 
_\ - ■ V^l^-^-' ■'^■ 

--|cGmomics^v geography , and latigua^ge'g^i^ ./ 

We are* opening,. in^SeiRtembers a residep€ia|I 

'school for gifted^ lltti^ahd 12^_j%ears, which is 

' *' ■ ' ■ — * • * 

tttDde|,ed after the North Carolina scKool. ^ 



As model programs in the. talent areas of 

-' f^- " _ _ _ ' ' -^^ ^ \ 

fiireign languages and leadership -are put into place, i 

we' '-mandate that these mode i programs emphasize the 

develbptne^nt of criteria*- so that gifted prpgraoS can 

diversify and move away from simply teaching to high 



academic' achievers i : • - 

Two of the problems we are facing now are 
providing pra.grams for pre-school/ gifted children in 
the public .schools ahd^ also, finding ways to parallel 
the curriculum in gifted educati-on with the ^regular 
^'classroom curri^tSiiiiii . We are moving toward acc^iera-^^' 
.ttoh and ehricliKeTit -that is laid out, rather than at 
thi discretion of the teacher, 

; : 'j^^l^ h^ve •written testimony which I v/i-ll 

submit . t ' ' - : 

Commissioner HOLteW. i am extremely impressed , 
as ;I am sure everybody else is ^ by this large eff ort 
in Louisiana, and the history of it, and the structure 
and 1 hope that you wilPnbt slide but anything in 
your Written testimpny. 

Ms* McHARDY. No. 

ebtSntsfiibher HQtTON, I db Mve a question. 
That $17 tnillidh, is that Statj? 'funds? 
J - Ms;. McHARDY. h\X ^|te juiids . ^ 



^ 
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< ■ Comrpissibner HQtTOK . - That is , of cburs:e., ' . ' 

retnaricab re . - . 

•(. • " _ 

Ms.'^HARDY. Ycxi tnust remember thatx>$i3 

million of t^t is teachers' salaries, so it sounds 

*■ _._ _ ■ 

a little better than, it is. But $4 million is 

■ ■ \ ,., . ., s • ' , 

^ Consmissjfoner -HOtTON. One question moire , Which 
is, these-'girf ted youngsters' are going ^tb leave ^ 
Louisiana in certain nurnbers. 

Ms. McHARpY, /Well, one of -the reasons we are 
. ethphasizi^hg gifted education so much in Louisiana is 
^hat the Siih BeTti as you^'Rnow, is enjoying prosperity*, 
a boom, and industry and>t^^iness in Louisiana, 
although we have the natural res ources -t o attract ^ 

more industry, the^chobl systems , historiea-lly , had 

\- " ' . / ' \ ■ 

bten very pbbr» * . 

■ ".' • 

, So^the Superintendent of Educatibh, 

Keiley Nix, has put ah emphasis, bh gifted education 



>iri order ^ hopeful3.y, fo let the program trickle dc3wn 

\ ■ - r . , ^ • 

to regular education, so that we* can attract people 
^ £rOT otatside the' Sta£%«^^ W are hot plahriirig to let 
any of burs go; w.e-are: frying to attract more in. 
Commissioner HburOff. Thank you for your 



e'Xp 



1 on . 



ne3?fr ndirrfe here is Felicity Freund, 



Ms. FELICITY FREUND^ Good afternoon . I. find 



•82' 
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1^ 



V 



in 



it rather :ai^e-: inspiring _&j3::#pllow Lbuisiana , ^^cDme- 
from ivi^^^jir^ budget fbt the year 

f or* gilted was $100,606. ' ^ . ; :: 

i ^really cocne as a representative of the 
Gifted ^Child Society;. We ate one of the oi,4est^;_^parent 
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bxgSiii^^ationis v± the coantry , and we have beerf 'tun 
^^atuTC^ay ' workshop fo*^2^i y^ars aiid have serviced 
-about. 25"600 students; • - ; 

During this time. We have tried to help 

_^ . /• ■ _ " . . _ _• _ _ ^ . . ^ ^ 

children whd do not receive this kind of education in 

^public schdi^s. We service children from the" ages of 
. • ^ '^J ^ - ' " ^ 

k into the early teens and, as part of running a 

_ ■ :_ *_ ^ - 

Saturday workshop prbgfam, we train teachers and we 
have jopen houses. This is a specif icexamp^Je becauakj 

i Relieve" you w^e - asking tor specif i-c examples.' 

- ' - ^ ' ^ i . - 

The Saturday workshop wa^^ crhc^eh -as a . 

■ ■■ ^ . ■-<:._. ; _ _ ■ - * 

national mode i in 1975 by the, U . Pf f ice of 



Eduction, and has been use€ as .a; deraonstratibn^adei 
^ f or ' teachers . 




J - 



VWe 'als9 spbhsti'r cohf erince\ wher^*, teacl^ra 
sffire id^as on the successful prpjet^ "^^-^ 



r 



iK their , clas3r*o»s . 
pS^^ £*)n£e ren<^s If^ ^ j 




enn suppor 
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e* haVfe; a' news.lettdr .'i^hich we • diss emi.nate 
fbSBfer mfembSrs",' arid it dbes go a'xburid' the cburitry. 

Orig (5£ rfWte ^^i c dhf ereh'tces 

we^haye. run recently, which w^?s alluded to ^rlier 
in your delj^eral!ibns v^^^:worfc±h jaj^i^^^^^pitvate 



sectb^r. We; hafd a co 



sector 




cie where *Se had priva'te 



e^iCxne. in and: talk about' the resources 



V7ere i^iLllxj\^_to^ share with *ducatbrs . 
\^ . Pleale^rote tl^^t this is a parent 



organizatibn running , this kitid bf th^g , bec|tJise,vwe 
doh't^hav^pl^e S^ta^te backing -for' this sort of 't^U 



S0rnething| e ise p w 



■V :. ' V ■ , - ■,: 



like to touch up>^bcf 



t>f significant^ iri6^e£:tjl rui^^^hg a 




prbjeb^f o.r ^lai|ar.en in ^ri ur^.tj area,; in^h© City of 



Fatqersbhj in^fJew Jerse^ Tba:^ prbgra^tf^ai fSMed 
by/the >^raldine_>P^odg^ arid it^/t^fe^eehx 



_ _ _ j._ 



^^^eey^ears^ 'and Jgiei par^jcjjfcs^ 




-feryihg to raiae me money tq c^tifilae^tb rurv^ ±*fe . ^ 



-/"^ ^ One rJ^.^^^fe in a c£ty like - t^iis _xs 

thaiS?^ '^er OTfif .^"^^ student poptrlation tnpjj^^ e\%i:y 



yea 



^0 



is^^v^aiy difficqlt to keep tra^k *of thefti.— 
weV^rAthe ^itial students who^^p<t^ted are', still 
in tj/ie^ pr^f^;B.\ The ^ogratn 'expanded in num^r. 
npw- co4g^? irades 2 ^rSugt 




BURT JpEPORThNG ABSDCIATKS* 



j B □ R 






r 




3' ' -- ' So,, if yoQ ..^e looking £or sme'W6'6-e.is to..;. ^ 

come arid follow, ahd/^c op'>^,r;a manuscript will be issued ; ' •. 

'^am^ and we will be happy to 

r - 



^ next year, about til _ ^ 

invite any bj^e who would iik^ td c ome and^ee it-^ 
* Gbnitfii'3sibner hOLTON. ^^ahk-ybu very much 



, Qcinfeiissioner CJ^^M^^^^^ yQU,^is 
anjf coordination withfy'^5' State Depa'rtment with 

hme-n't '^educatioo' 




^ resf^ect tO' any State prpgriam c 
^ giftedTeducatiJDn of the StM^ of New JerfSpJ^is^^^^^^^^ 



runhi-rig a private gifted □rgajiiz^tion . ^ 



e bmmi s s i One r - CAMPBE LB . i^Ar a y\ba ^i n c ompe tl t"^ otri ? 





doesn't 



-C otHmi s:S^^ r i*"^ 

^n^TmiiiS. 1*0. it- a^l:^tr^yirig tO: sa^hat h^^|| 
:^"ni5: l^^tit^^^uitably . ^ "'"'^^ ''^ 

One, t^ing that bui5^^^pti|e B^iec^tjf 



5- Who is nationally knowji^Gxna GirisDHrg^Kiggs 



m^/^to ^sa*y ^ "WSuld you pl^#se reopfn 




Offic« in Wa^ington to dis§emi>n|rl^ aiV^f^his 
infbrm^^bn chat we have he^^^^^bbjxt here?*r^A 




Cdmm^Ssiptier/HO^^ You^ wei:e. icin^d^"nou| 




of f eiv s ome/^itt^ material tJff ^^ , 
s a^iSig that this J. s some mat'el^^l that ^ouv^d 
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f ' '^-^^M^''^^^ addition ta* odfening a natiianal bffice,;r,4 \ 

'^S^S^'pte'-^S'lly wou-ld^be mbs£. trclpful/to you^ in your j 
wbrlc., to have by way of ^inf ormatipn^Z c^, 



do 



feel that you are sufficient ly'^tSu 




^• ^«f«^what other states ^rc doing,' about what^ 

- ^ ' X ' 

groups are. doings or is^^the jnetwork not 

Ms. FREtJNB. ^l€^'Detv70T^k has b^eff f bii^ned^^ 

a^-^i^fbrmal wky..' TlSe'^^ going to be. a meeting in 

■ ?■ . _ ' \ ^_ 

... • Nevl^'Orleahs ntixt^j^eek with,' pebple who a^e tryip;^^ ^' ' : 

-. __- I . > , J ._ . - 

around thecicbuntry tb' pMduce ttlieii: own natxt?t\a 1 ' V ^ 
hetwcnrlc becati^ ^tW^S&leral Gove^rnment- has closeS 'i"fs 



.1 



V 



own ^fice 

V _ Because organization is much^^tder^ 

because- og^ workshop has heerT^a riatibria.1 model' Atjd^ 
thferefbre, btH|.trvatea&sj^ the countryilpve followed 
this. ^^ate^iJts ar^ uamlly* thq first ones t o' try to do 

' h. ■ '^ <. 

something/f j?r their-chUdren. / Then, wp try to 

■ / \/ ' ^ \ ' ' ' " ^ . ' I 

p^rs'^ade 



- tt/^obls to produfce programs, 
ir program is tiying to fill^dL^h where ^ 



stilt exist and j 



oMrse^ w§ nftJsti^ serve 




1^: 





1 ^ 



'4 



ncKtr name Is tydia .S^itti-Lj^nd B^sy .B^ueHbinder^ 



be 



*ie after ''t:"^ 



1 



rk-' 



Dr . LYDiA" SMITHS: I km^^^r . •''bydia -^mi^ ot / 



^ , Simmons' eollegtf^ in Bostpn-,. Department Rf Edueatibr^, 



, ,^ \ , using^ ^'o3,«i«:& 



9 

11 

12 
13 

-^14- 



17 



aril^lfjrwish, t^^ep^rt on a men^dr-typ4. of > 



lit prof essionais ,^h5^ork, one €6 
one, Wt^h igifte^an talen^ed^ hiTgb £(*tic>^iy studeiffcl 
frora^the 'u^ high school in BostosrvWith whom, we are-- 



palfred J\?dge i^^ity 's/^puri', or*?^ /that t»> 
i Blairi H^teh^Schbdl-. ^ v 



Jamaica Pllaixi Htgh- Schddl-^ ^ 



^ , ai ydSj-may.^ ^ ^ 

^ * know, is a district: high JSibbl. vhich,^ iti 'dUr city'^ 



y Jamaica Plain High^, 



J a-i^^iM^ fol d s t be r e di a n **t ma ke 'i^itct^3 os t on ' f . 
Latin |!bBf^^^^ 1 5 /one of the magtjB^ti ^^^^^bis . ' They 



means^ 



tre tl 



lu s e '^Sia t i S t Iff s ch oc^ 




7 ' 1 



;Mere/ arVi s c«^ gifted ki^ 





disadvanta^d ydun» peo| 



/ lingui|£i^ , etteiic group^ ana^jthts yeat , tney 

wilJ r»eiA* 'schdpl credit fdr tjife iTMjeci 



:^n their mentors and. comply tjB-^ on topics 




r&^ce from ivtj^land music, to iSsfJiw^- d« 

:o|rapl 



)_Ut^X5 





tnanv m^xk 



J -: 




2-33 




• ^- 
^d Tnany.tnjjr4;i?^ are a^il t^if 



'XCS 



oc c^dinarily. -part of 
which 



schdpl curriculum, but in 



hich t\i^[sX^^^pt^^^^ shown tall^ Md^it^^ 
an^ t^i^^^-c^^^^yyr^y i^enef it .f rotn ccwtfac 
F^rbf^s^^na^4n 1 




seldoF^ a paper an^^^l^ricxi tgst. . "Tha.t ±s just tinev j 

/ 




of test that they 



6 




hot .do we 





an 



J: 



the wrbng language^' ^ptne titties , xtl^sjsxm 

itti p OS s i b le ba r f i e r . 

• - 

;3 . ^ _ _ _ ^ _ ^ 

: Very often, what we use is\^an interest 
inventory, se If -referral ^ te5|:her, cbuna^elbr, parent 
i:ef e rral; and s ometimes , even the cystodien notices 



a kid* who shows some kind of - sl^ecia-l QjJ^nus^ 
interest or gf 



v% ^^^liSt^:!^^ peppi^^a^i ^mQU^ 

s^ratld p^i^evi^atMe:iiixi^ iiigh perf O 



iJ^igh pe'rf ^rmar^e^ 4ri trhe^aMs 

. • - 




y OU 
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w>rkan^.dut of the contracts the • ^ 




g^; . aft-o^ tH^FMna of " thing 



t 




Bat, it is double ,^nd' it is veiry low 
cpst^ l^l^cause^these are a^ll voldnteer adult gro- 
f essionals . 



Cotn^ssioner eAMPBELL'. Is it an extension bf 
the . sgli^dr>c«r or it during th^ scfiool yjlar? 

Br\ SMITH. It is after schdSl|, m^t.^they must 



maintain r-^iieir classes , that ir|^:tt' sense , ^re 



re we 



saying to the teachers ^ */We will take the bright kids; 
you are hot doipf^ehoagh fo^ them. " ■ Not at ali; S 




However, the Frsicipa 



:.year, for .-the first isile. s£h 
an nio^^^ a (little ahead 

^arree^i 





ill increase 



t of»the students, 



for whom thacHs scmtetimej^^^^ If the« h^ed to 

tra\^el across the city 



— Coiiinissi-oner HOLTON. Again - 



Ne^ehsivj^ testi^ny Will be v^i^. valuab ij^ 
^ '^have two 



t shouU 





"dhs • 0ne is do ^ a Is o 

''^ - . - * 

been i^ an eft he ^ scfifebl, 
Or ar^tfefifv. Iira^e4 Jto Bosidh 




B U ft J^E POR-ti 





Dri SMITH;. . i i^-^^r^^:: Boston 



• _ I 



:.ea 




Latin s omet«imas .^st ,^doe|n:' t Filvl 
kids in it. They 'have/very good st^de^s^whc^ 
well in school', and they take tests ^5^ei^>we4:l^^ 

• - _ . ■ - .::>;• ^ 

that is not answering ^yc^r* question • . - 

♦ / • • , 

We also get at Jamalfc Plain Hiiih 'i3chBol' 

studehts S*Uo' have gipne to HostorJ^atin and ^-bifie^Kacte^^ 
Sat the ans\^r, I thihk^ in the cas^^^ 



Boston Lati^, and I may be corrected — is that if*>tiv 
take ^^est at the sixth-gr'ad6 level, and then y^ cSti 



ent'er, or^ test at the ninth-grade level, and thpn 



■ you ent^. Tt^e are tfee twd^ gateways 



"tooiiiifssioner i^tTGS . The'' othe^^^i^tion ^ 




^,. .WHy^^^)ui| volunteers stick wi^ it? 



^^"^-^ %lli Sc|KKrr7V^olunte^x^ for B 

^tJm^oi^^ or^nizations 
^^hart , ^hd^Se tea ^ 



Sj^jc t^^orde re d^ p 




^n^c-^ of^her . 

They hav^'^orked with ch3 
evinfe beloM^rade leir^l for 






knisw 



h it/Kcf.^ve 
ong t^j^'and 
enjoy wprl^ng witii firi^S y^oaSgs^r 




^■ ''lim^^!^^^^^^^ § -the4,r 





the basis* of a ^s'&n^^jrg^tl. y^Y^oa^ar^^ gjfcrig to . be . 

p^red wt^h this fore veg^^ There'j 



is a proj'ectT it wi^^ con 



ever:^b%4y shows the ^|jds JoS^hipgs they have" been 
I th±rift*^-iKefee at^(s;^e jpf^ tysfe reasons . 
^jT|,Qti^i|;^ what y 6a are 

ax^ t^tink±hg^u5t -^s; ^^rd atjbut the 



mSnag^riil ;aspect ^.g" we 11 as ' th^^ part of the 

program . — / 




• 2-3? 



i; V 

is' 



?^ire' have- the 



rid of the^yiafesbri, - .Par.ents come and 



h^PPensjtb be 




iTH'^-'^tes. ' i thih^that is the hiflderi 
ape cRal^e . )- 



>Y jpUCllBINDE R. ?• ?■ ; ^ am It; 




7; sf^the gi^te 




^.'^ \ bedausefe^rything' ttfet^'^^ff ^^^^ 

loner. HOLTON. % hop^,:^^tr is^i^^ 
an 



eHBlND 



3 .f^. 



taXented^ ;^nji have 



•Yf^^i'Sm ^rgevfering.J/ 



he £ te^ hpr 
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3 

■ 5 
6 




. '>_ 



I'-'can appreci|ite the gift^?*^- and; talent 



that I sr§e as a publxc,^^ 




ij'eeksM f eat ^ot ^2"^ y&axsy] 




13 



but I can play no ins^raroent; but 1 dofapprectat^ , — f 
wherw^i^'See the gifts and talents of the- y oungstqrs^ ^^f;^^^ 



1 



that |iave*CDine tny way. 



1 am a cb-£buhder of MAAIP^ which is an:' 



advdcac^; brgah^zation ^ and^ present ly Its Chait^perspn . ^ 
MAAIP stands for the Massachusetts Association for 
the 4Pvahcemeht of^l^ Potential; the name 



it^e if, could 'take- up one minute 



The nafme is v^even ye^rs7old. Seven, yfears 



brrie out 



^gb, Jtn .flassachusetts ,^ we did hot wahjb to coi 
firthri^tly- witl^the'' terml **gif^ed jand tapBfed^|', / 
ift^ ohr Y^ry name . Tbda^ that i^ jrdt tx^ in 

We feel quite c.omf oVtable with ^] 
thalP*»'e have done , fill th^ we h^ve Surtured ,/and_^ 
the-^'prpgiatilf that'^et have^seeri develop in ^ssa27nus< 



•I 
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12 
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19 
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;:-i: test;imdriy today f roin sc"hDj.ar£ an'd ; the orists who aire* 

___ _ . _ • _ _ _ • _ _ *; 

' ac knowXedged leaders in the £ie id of gifted e'dacati on 
This Gbrnmissibn riDw has a heavy burden tAo sift thrcSupti 
the facts already presented and those th^t will be 
given through written testimony, so that €he nation, 
J through this Commission^ will look once again at the 

: : , J 

needs of the gifted and talented youtlii • 
Plato said , . I^«i4_^gp, that "Wfeat^ is ' , 
lored in. a country wil^ be cultivated there." 

\ Our i6^7e affair with the; gifi^^ stnd 




s sadiy cyclical. Twenty rfive . years agd^. 



eir&a'rtrassment of Sputnik caus-e^a revival of 
^:^*fco^^cernv which has been neither sustained hor universaljl 
i supported in pur country^ and thig jQoi|pis^i'op-^ in itS' 
uitifnate repo£fc-j- may well cause another national. ,• . . 



" ^^fsexam^^^a^ii^n of bur attit'ude ta5i;ards the gifted, 



JChe; ta le-nted j,- and the creative child. 



ERIC 




- The w or Id ,c bnfe reneges bh gifte^d have 

ihdicated/td me that, throughout the worlds nations 

• <^ 

_ _■ . ^ : 

actually do seek^ but their young* gifted children and^ 
are ^lly prepared to encourage and s^pbrt tihem. N 
i Suggest most earnestly that we in this country v 
*re^!^mine . this atti:^ude thai we have about ho^ti iity 

- --^ J - {P_ _ \\ 

tbwarTis tSfem-t^^e ^l^ct that w^iuse the word VelitiSiti", 



r 
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a^LDut triem^, thap they «ftn make it on'^ the|?^^-Ow'n ; 



^ " I suggest that we search foif them, .not 
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wait for them to miracuious ly emerg^i. ^- tiayipg survived j 
national neglect, 

Let us, for a rnomenty look beyond today 
hearings to the tomorrows this -country will f ace , ' if 
deliberately ehoo'ses not to develop its own great. 



tural res ource ^- f or not too long down the line ^ we 



, the 



epuid become a nation dependent qpon the Sif ts^ 
talent, aryd the creati\7e forces initiat'^d b^ the 
, youth of fDifveigt\,'^aun I propose we jSever 

it -happen,;: ; - ' ' ^ • v ^ t : 

'■'■-^ 0\]^^x%p'^ arid vitality as a Nation' n:ty. ' 

_^t[:____ _ J _f* 

w^i be q^alienge.d , * if we choose negj.ect instead of 



riurturahc e. 



^ suggest that thl^ Cocnmissi oh ^ thifough ' 

its report t0 -the Seeretary^f Educatiibn and, to the . 

... , ^ ^ . , ^ 

•5^. - _ - _ %^ _ -_ * 

a national effort bfe made to seek 

cacibnat accbranodation for this small 

t mgt^t.. I urge ybu 'to be the 




tgain , KZhBpf t&B C ommi s s i oh 
ha^^i*: ope t o Mas sachus'e t%s j^^'^^i^^tha t we h^tv6 had thi s 



^ ^dppdrtuhi ty • Nyhank^yduii 



Li^T REPp/RtiNd As■S'Qq^ATES■ 




CommiissiDner. CAMPBELL. 
you wete a teacher? ' 



Did 



pu , i ndicate' thafc.^ 
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yes 



'^;Ms . ; BUCHBINDER. - I am a public schbD.1 t,eache*r , 



. Ccmiiissioner^*^H5'BELL. _ What do you teach? 
^ Ms. BUeHBjPbER. I te&ch all subjects. I -am 
a master, of ^jeverything^n the* elemen^tary school 'sygtetn 



Cotiihiagibher GAKPBELt. In connection with 

. ' _^ - ^ - ^^ _ _ .-1^ _ - - . V - _ 

identif icaticte ^' we have had scKneone' whb said that she 

♦ * ' • - \ \ ■ 

^wasp/t sure she could i<denitify, in ^the classroom, 
th|)se» ,per.^ris / those children 4 w have gif ts . H^ve 
you. been, able to identify themT^. . 

• , ■■ ■ \ • ;_. ^ - ^ ... ■ -^i. % : : ' . * 

Ms . BU^ilteR;^ -: Not innnS^^ ,i wvpalcJ 



rather tak^ the child whi^.is not" quite- sb neat^ wlSb 
Say not Be traditional in his responses , and ,proBa£i^^ 
cultiv^te^that child rribfe than the child whb tends €b 
be neat ,. i^jQ^ tli^'halq^ef feet .is .over thai' child as . 



;WB 11, 



But^ as ah advoc^^t(£-^: .1 have h^ard probably 



•thousands of parents tell_pef%to,ries about lidv^^ their' 



child deviated fjrom what tradltiiSnally would be the - 
gifted child. — . / a * ' ' - 

PBEL.L.-_ Do you Consider 
of the gifted be a seri,^bu's prc^letri?. 




1 t<* * • tt' 
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Hs. bUCHBINDER. Yfe.s , it Is. It has been said ; 



that the "sixth grade teacher of Walt Disney felt that | 
he\was terribly uncreative; so, i feel very insecure, 

Commissi oner HOLTON. Could I ask you. a' quick 
question? < 

Ms.' BUGHBINDER. Y^s.. . ' ^ 
.Commissioner HOLTON. It is very well to ask 
for spatibrial' leadership, but then, when you go to 
the* national leadership they say that we heed a 
national mandate,' chicken and egg. Where will you^ 

as it were, get the grass rbbfes evidence that the 

_ ' _'_ __ 

national leaders can dare to come out in favor of the 

gifted and talented? . , . ' 

^Ms. "BUCHBINDER. As ah advocate , i am very ' 



well aware that advocacy groups are growing up all 
ov€r this country i We have representativesj of - 
advocacy groups right here ih this room, three that I 
can pick but. quite quickly , and there probably are 
others here who chose hot to speak. But the movement 
is growing. It is growing across the couhtry. 

i attended the World Conference on Gifted 
in Canada^^ and I spoke to a group of people i There 
were probably 46 different nations represented in that 
room, of parents, advocates', and teachers who joined 
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them as advocates bh behalf of ihe gifted, * 

' ^ The movement is ^ growing. It does take , 

time f 01^ it to; swell to the point where tfie governSent 
will react . ' ' * - . 

• Contmissibner 'HOLTON. ^Js there actually 'a 

ihbvementfe that is identifiable 

_ . . _ ._. _ ■ 

Ms. BUCHBINDER. ^ It is hot c dhesive , It is 

- >• 

not a cohesive movement, but there are cadres bf^ebplje 
arid groups all over the cburitry, arid we are becbtnirig 
ttiore vocal and, therefore, our gratitude to you for 
bringing so many bf us tbgetherw . 

Ms. ARTEMIS KIRK. I am the Director of- 
Libraries at Simmons College and speak on behalf of 
the Association bf Gbllege arid Research Libraries. iri 
what it is that we do in the educational process. 

^ To further the quality of academic 
libraries^ tp adva rice the prbgrJT^ of ^higher educatibri 
arrd "^ts progi;atns, and to act as a catalyst for change 
in an^ ever-evblvirig^sbciety , sb that we impro\7e:.the 
educatibri arid quality of life of our clientele. These 
are some of the ACRL's objectives, librarians meet 
them iri many ways. 

First, through the development of our 
cbllectibris. Libraries are ttfe world's great treasure 
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hbusiss of the .knowledge of every civi-lizati on ^) ana 



ou 



r resources, will endure, despite chan^ng ideoiogies' 



and evolving cultures. Without bur collections, there 
can be ho excellence in education. 

Second, through the se^ices of 'our 

- / ^ - ■ ' ' 

libraxy staffs, / ' ^ \ 

> Third, through resource sharing. Recog- 

- '__ _ _ 

nizing the limits in purchasing that most libraries 

face I yet *rec ogiiizing the public's need for informaticn 



libraries strive to expand their collections by 
en 

t 



engaging in c ooperative ^arrahgeniehts with other 



xbraries and institutions. 1 

Fourth, through technology. Thrbagh 
telec bmmunicatijon facilities ^hd n^twdrfcirig, we can 
provide inter-library loans rapidly. We can- do 
biblibgraphic literature^seaf chihg for ybu, and 
computerized catalogues through remote access 
terminals and many mbre^ 

Fifth, through' instruction. There are 
c^ountless Insitutions that have superb and varied 
programs bf librai^ ihstructibn, designed by their 
librarians to teach fill of oiir patirohi ^ from the most 
elemental to the most sophisticated levels of library 
research. 
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Libtarles serve the gift^U a nd-^ talented ' 

in many ways. First, we are f?ee and egalitari^o; ;| 

we are not e ll^tris^t .at all. ~ In libraries / a. student ; 

* ' 1^ — ' 

is limited only by the boundaries M her own creativity 

We provide materials and resources, not only to 

enhance the academic disciplines^ but also to enrich 

a student tSrough her independent wbrfci We take the 



initiative to tailor special programs for exceptional 
students. Many students, for example, are brought to 
college early and given tutorials in the use of 
library resources ^ so that they can cope successfully 
with the rigors of an advanced academic program. 

LijDraries are providing nuther&us types of 
print and ncte-pririt Vesources for the creative ^ 
expibitatlbn of bur patrons -r 'tnicrb-cdmputers ,'me*dia , 



•archival materials i career resource niaterials; all 
of| these are^provided for the e^xceptional student and 
for the ordinary student as well. 

Libraries have evolved from the reading 
room atmosphere Offering little or ,n6 ipatr bn^ asslstahcje 
tb tfhe interactive research ^n>d.rbnments of today 
but we )n^d you to help us do more. 

Here is what you can do for us. Acknow- 
ledge libraries. It is now so easy for you to run to 

BuRt'REPd^tiNG Associates 



the corner bbofcstDrec or ' to purchase information f^om 
a consnerciai v^dor that you farget that^ your own 
libra^ c-Sn f\rbvide you with ail. of these resources 
arid services. What is thbre , it will cojE you li|tle 



x>x nothing at the library, whereas you will always be 
' ^ fanahciai _ _ ' ' ^ ^ 

at the/taercy b£ prof it-^-malciij^ brgahizatibns , whic^i 

^ also tnay succumb to fadisih-in what they choose to • 

sell. . : ' ' ^ / 

• . Continue 'tb demand excellence in ybur * 

libririe's and library ^l:a£f s . Support biji>liogtaphic 

' . »* \ - J j ' 

ihstructibh and demand that it become an j.htegrai 

♦ ♦ 

part of your irist;itutiori's curricultSn, if it is not 
already and Insist that t^e work of instructing 
Students in library use be, shared with grammar and' 
high schools. » : ; * 

Support libraries financially Dont 
allow yout institutions tb make librartas the target 
of cutbacks because, without adequate, library staff 
ari(i resbur-ces^'the academic enterprise will be 
impaired. 

I ' And,'^as you have fought aigainst the 

- \ - _ - - V - — - - > 

increasingly restricted funding bppbrtuhities' in 



higher education , help us fight to restore or keep 
alive goverrroeht support ior libraries. * 
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Finally^ support us ^politically We are 

' i __' ,__ j 

shaken to^the very essepce of bur existence by 
threats from .special interest/ 'groups which would have 
US capitulate to their demands. Libraries and 
librarians will continue to provide free and open | 

acd(Bss to 'knowledge and inforination in accordance witlj 

J .... . ' J, 

the library bill of rights. We Say hope to continue 
to allow individuals the freedom to discern for 

__. -___[,_ ' _ _r _ 

themselves the meritorious from the rnediocr^e, and 
stimulate them to replace inferior ideas with 
superior ones. TJiank you. ^ 

ebrroissibher HOiirON. Let me ask you one 
question. I can see the hatiohal ebhcern in here fbr 
Jree and_ bpe_n acjiess , which is very close to xiur 
Constitutional provisions in that area, but when it 
comes to the need for library support, there used 
fro be , of course, a very large Federal project; I am 
familiar with thatj and,, with Weidener Library and its 
8 millipn items waiting to. be serviced, I knbw what 




But, how do we deal witH the argument that libraries 

^are very locally used and, theref ore ^ arfe predominantls^ 

;.- i . 

the responsibility of the locality?' 'in other words, 

this tes|imohy should go to the local town council, 

102 
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" rather than to a National Comtnission, 

^ Ms i KiRK. There is a great ' pr 6b iem and perhaps 
an erroneous perception that people have about libra- 
ries. . Weidener tibrary is one of the only ''ones .in the 

wcJtld that has 8 million volumes. All b£ us have ho 

_ '_ _ _ _ _ . _ _ . -J _ ' 

business collecting the resources that everybbdy el^e 

is collecting. We %fiar^ the resources that we have , 

and^ if we* all attempted to becbtne Weidener Libraries, 

how poor ^ 'series of institutions we would «be. 

We cannot afford, we never could afford 

to develop our collections without regard fdr everyone 

filse. There has to be a concerted effort to draw on 

• #* 

our own specialties for the' institutions that we'serve 

^1 ' _ _ _______ 

as^we serve them, and tb hope that libraries like 

* ' • " ■ , . ^ ' ' ' 

Weidener or to hope that libraries formed with 
hatianal consensus^ with hatibnal f unds ^ will provide 
us the wealth :of resources that we must maintain as 
a body of humanists living in today's society, tibt s 
forcing e^ch of us to duplicate other people 
re'^burces. ^ 

fccmmissioner HOLTON. Yes^ don't imagine for 
a tQocnent that I wanted you to become Weidener Library. 

Ms. KIRK. 1 would love to. , 

- ^ - _ _ - _ - _ ^_ 

Commissioner HOLTON. I am trying t.o get a 
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_j - - _ - - __ ^ _ 

theoretical base for the national argument, and what 
you havi5 just said' I think may be the entry ^ namely , 
that l-ibraries should not be considered by themselves ^ 

but a network of services that can be interchanges-, 

■ ■ fj. * 

so that you with what you have might cdcrie in handy 
' elsewhere and will not be forced to be duplicated 
' e Isewhere > 

' - Ms, KIRK. Exactly* 



Commissioner. H0LTON. And therefore , one sees 

r ^ - - 

the library nt^ as a little buflding with some books, 

^\ . f - - - ^ 

but rather as part of* a", network^ and then the national 

aspect becSnes more clears 

Ms, KIRK,- My expanded testimony, I hope, will 

• _. _ _ J _ 

amplify this better,- but libraries axe very much _ 

engaged ±h resource' sharing. We do have a de facto 

bibliographic network that serves the entire country. 

it eman^j^es from Ohio State University, ar^^ there 

are over 6,000 libraries in the country connected. 

In this way, we share the resources precisely so as 

^nbt to extend^ bur limited monies in the ^rbng way. 

^ aocnndssidher HOLTON,. I think I like the 

exten'ded testimony. We aha IL^ dwell on that. • 

«s, KIRK. Thank you. ' * V 

. Commissioner. Mr. Austin, I .would li^ 
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^ to-a^k you a qdestion, if I may, becfius^ I .arn-.n 
sure that I perhaps' heard you correctly. \^;D;id 
that' there ought to be idehtifxcatibn of "))^estigibus 
colleges and universities to which these- .options for 
the gifted and tOulented students shbul^ Be prayided.? 
Was it. in that term, .or was it perhaps that oneWduld. 
not look at a broader ^range where there is the ne^d 
for^ as- was pointed otit to as today, the human sidaZ 
i am^nbt sure what message came across to me and, ar 
bf*^ suddiii^ I question it.|^ ^ ^ 

Mr. AUSTIN. My point w^s that, in adciitibh 
^ to prestigious colleges , gifted and talented students 
a 1^0 have opportunities f or ^ excellent cbllege 

' eAujpatipn thr qu the tL°"?J?l^ P??S^J^^ pr ovidec: 

at,^ great nuftsber of other colleges and universiti^es , 
_ and so those as weil as the bpf brttinities in the 

prestigious cpileges"' s be ^callted to thg^ attention 

'uT^iV'''^ j - _'^ ^ J-_ i _ ^ 

bf paYeifts gAd students and guidahdfe c ouh^e-lbrs 

eommissibher HC?LTON. Let me thank all of ypu.^f 

it^V^ really very ^useful, indeed. . I assure y^u that 

\ . we have ^listened tbi^ every wordi 

'f ' . ^ (The hearing was thereupon adjourned at 5:15 

■ ■ ' '■, . ' 

o*c lock p.m. ) • 
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